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INTRODUCTION. 


TO VERY reader of the enſuing pages, who pays 

any degree of attention to the ſentiments 
contained in them, and is tolerably acquainted 
with the ſubject in general, will be ready to ac- 
knowledge, that it is treated in a manner quite 
new, if not very ſtriking. 


This acknowledgment would have been till 
more readily excited, had the author himſelf live 
ed to correct the Eilay, and complete it for the 
preſs. : | 


| But, however new an: ſtriking the manner in 
which the ſubject is treated, it cannot be expected, 
= that this Effzy ſhould gain any thing like a gene- 
ral approbation, becauſe it does molt ſtrongly con- 

emn, the too-prevailing courle of this world, 
with reſpect to marriage: and this is ſufſicient to 
expoſe it to general diſregard, if not univerſal 
contempt. 
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Indeed, the dictates of nature, and the voice of 
conſcience, muſt be on the ſide of the decent and 
honourable practice here recommended : but falſe 
motives of intereſt, oft times ban1'h the principles 
of affect ion and honour, which, if cheriſhed, attend 
the dictates of nature, and, leaving only the un- 
ruly impctus behind, hurry the young man into 
that deep ditch, the mercenary embraces of the 
diſeaſed harlot, and bring on the rain both of his 
conttitution 10d fortune; and thus, too late, he is 

cnvinced 


j vi INTRODUCTION» 2 
| convinced, that the motives which his parents 


j taught him, and which led him to poſtpone hon- j 


i ourable marriage, are, even in point of prudence, 
6 deluſive and vain, 
[ | If any are led to reject, with proper indigna- 
| tion, thoſe baſe motives by which marriage is ſo Þ 
generally poltponed, becauſe they would Keep good ” 

conſciences, by avoiding every impurity conden- RF dc 

ned in God's word, it mult be through the influ- Pale 

ence of that word, which comes wholly from God: # vi 

and it was for the encouragement of ſuch, that this le 

| Eſſay was at firſt written. = ſv 

If they Aten to the rabje&, and are incited to Bim 

cleanſe their way, by taking heed thereto accord- by 

ing to God's word, though all others, as the natu-Eſſa 

ral effect of having their own deeds reproved, re 

ſhould pour contempt upon this Eſſay, and ſtil! m 

cleave to their own contaminated way, yet the A di 

. great end and deſign of the author in writing, and ve 

| of the editor in publiſhing this little piece will be BF ch 

effectuaſly anſwered. = M 
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Of W. Coksr may be had, 


Errxs on Theron and Aſpaſio, by Robert 

Sandeman, 2 vol. 8vo. 10s. 

piſtolary correſpondence between Samuel Pike 

*X* and Robert Sandeman, 1s 3d. 

Nr Pike” s addreſs to a Chriſtian church 1 in Lon- 

ZPalemor's "remarks on Mr David Williſon's re- 

= view of Palemon's creed, to which 1s added, Pa- 

t this lemon's brief notice of Mr Weſley's ſufficient an- 

= ſwer to the letters on Theron and. Aſpaſio, by 

; R. Sandeman, Gd. 

ed to Simple truth, according to the ſcriptures only, &c. 

'cord- | by R. Finde man, 64. 

natu-Eſſay on preaching, lately wrote in anſwer to the 

-oved, WF requeſt of a young miniſter, by R. Sande- 

d (till ME man, 4d. 

et the 45 diſſertation on infant baptiſm, by John Glas, 4d. 

g, and wo Sermons, preached in the congregational 

vill be BG church of Dundee, on days appointed by his 
nMMajeſty for national faſts, viz. Jan. gth, £740; 

and Feb. 4th, 1741, by John Glas, 2d. 

- he King of martyrs, by John Glas, 28. 

WP reface to the teſtimony of the King of martyrs, 

= by Robert Ferrier, 3d. 

- A letter from Philographus to Philopiffus, with 

= His anſwer concerning the faith of Chriſt, by 

John Glas, 2d. 

The propoſitions which . late differ- 

ence and ſeparation in the baptiſt church at 

* Whitehaven, by John Huddleſton, 1d. 

An addreſs to two or three friends, united in the 

belief of the reſurrection of Jeſus, delivered 

19th April, 1793, the day appointed by procla- 


— — — woe bd. 


mation for a general faſt, by John Huddle- } 


ſton, 6d. 


Obſervations into the ſpirit and tendency of the | = 


doctrine in the Letters of Theron and Aſpaſio, 
by George Byres, 6d. 2 
Letters addreſſed to Soame Jenyns, Eſq. containing 
ſtrictures on the writings of Edward Gibbon, 


Eſq. Dr Prieſtley, Mr Thophilus Lindſay, &c. | 
&c. and an abſt ract of Dr Prieſtley's account cur- 


rant with revelation, by Simplex, 3s 6d. — 

A letter to Mr James Baine, miniſter in Edin- 
burgh, occaſioned by his ſermon, entitled, The 
Theatre Licentions and Perverted, &c. &c. 
by Simplex, 6d. 7 

Stritures upon modern ſimony, and the crime of 
Simon Magus, by John Chater, 1s. 1 

Solomon's advice to the gay and proſperous conſider- 
ed, by James Laing, miniſter at Glaſſerton, 6d. 

Glorying in the croſs of Chriſt, a ſermon, by John 
M*Laurin | 

A plain and full account of the Chriſtian practices 
obſerved by the church aſſembling in St Paul's 
Alley, London, and other churches in fellowſhip 
with them in England, Scotland, and America, 
in a letter to a friend, 3d. 

Chriſtian ſongs, to which is prefixed the evidence 
and import of Chriſt's reſurrection, verſified for 
the help of the memory, bound, 1s 6d. 

Critical lecture on Daniel's prophecy, by James 
. miniſter at Monivaird, 6d. 
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HE dignity of man above the brute creation 

1 appears in a ſtriking point of view, from 
Ger. Ne minute attention of the Deity to all the con- 
n, 6d rns of humanity; and from the care which he 


7 John 


me ot © 


aims, relations, and propenſities of nature, his 
ba Ir deſire, arifing from the corruption of nature, 
Which, with great propriety and conſiſtency, he 
5 th Ramped as diſhonourable, and accompanied 
With a ſenſe,” yea, very often, with viſible effects 
8 his diſpleaſure. 

5ed for The conſcience, or common ſenſe of mankind, 
Wtwithſtanding all their depravity, ſupports this 


»wihip 
1CTICa, 


James Pie. baſe, or ridiculous, that properly belongs to 


Rture. Attempts to ridicule nature, may indeed 
Wrove ſucceſsful, in various inſtances, to promote 
e mirth of fools; but they meet with contempt 
relentment from confiderate men. 

Vea, ſo reſpectable is nature, that attempts of 
is kind ſcarcely ſucceed even among fools, un- 
s che ſubject is ſome way diſguiſed, or accom- 
ned with improper circumſtances; even as a 
ile man may ſeem ridiculous when inſulted by 
A ſcorners, 


Wth taken, to ſupport and honour the genuine 


u workmanſhip, in oppoſition to every irregu- 


neral obſervation; we count nothing diſhonour- 


Dr 
a — 


: 
| 
; 


as the comelineſs of nature, the deformity of eve. ; 
ry deviation from it, and the natural conſequences! 


of mankind, cookdired either as individuals, or a 


— Briana centre ne Fg . Me 4 1 
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2 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE | 
ſcorners, or when compelled to appear in public 3 
with a fool's cap. 9 

But I have the leſs need to enlarge upon this 1 


which Providence ſo generally makes uſe of, as ” 
ſanctions to the laws of nature, have been copioui. 3 
ly diſplayed by many of the moſt ingenious mo- 
dern writers; nor need I enlarge to the friends o 
written revelation, * in ſhewing that the clear and 
explicit voice of God expreſſed there, alway; 
ſtrongly ſupports his more filent language ſug. 
geſted by nature, or the mutual relations ; or de = 
8 of his works. 1 

My purpoſe at preſent 1s, to remind the friend 


of revelation, of the particular care which the = 


Deity hath taken, to ſuperintend, and = = 
nature by his word, in one of the capital concern; g: 


5 


1 * 
"£200 


connected in ſociety; I mean, the mutual propen-l 3 
ſity between the ſexes. FT 

This we may well call a capital- concern of hu- 2X 
man life, when we reflect that hence ariſe the 
neareſt, and moſt endearing connections; hence 
ariſes the relation of huſband and. wife, hence the 


relation of parents and children, brothers and ſiſſ- od 
ers, and many others. In a word, we may call it Ta 
the hinge of all kindred, or the capital link of the Time 
chain, that binds ſociety together; and the hiſtory Ah 
of mankind clearly ſhews, that the moſt important Hong. 
revolutions of {ſtates and kingdoms, have turned cos 
upon this hinge. Pikes 
This propenſity is founded in the immediate Their 
workmanſhip of God, who originally formed man- 3 Sf 5 
kind male and female, and from the marriage of 3 grati 
one man with one woman, hath produced all the I Jays 
tribes who inhabit the earth; and the adequate KSy | 
proportion of males and females ſtill obſerved iu TI 


the A 


" OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES 3 
ie world, is pertinently urged by our moſt di- 
- linguiſhed writers, in oppoſition to the atheiſt, as 
Ine of the moſt convincing arguments of a deſigu- 
ng Providence. 

*X Though the various tribes of inferior animals 
"ZFere likewiſe formed male and female, yet from 
Al we can obſerve, it doth not appear that any 
ming further was hereby intended by Providence, 


Por among them, the mutual propenſity of the 
exes feems in general to be only caſual; it ap- 
ears at the proper ſeaſons to ſubſerve that end, 
Ind ceaſeth when that end is accompliſhed : nor 

Joes it en neceſſary that it ſhould be more 
friends Permanent; for, with them, inſtinct in a great 
ich the n ſupplies the place of education, and they 


egulate 3 re ſoon able to ſhift for themſelves, The ſame 


oncerns i tin& likewiſe, in the moſt conſiderable of the 


i 
5, Or 4 arious kinds, leads both old and young, to unite 


rope WFogether in flocks and ſwarms, without any ſenſe 
Sf the tie of parentage or kindred; a tie which 1s 


of 50 do them the leſs neceſſary, as they are but little 


iſe the 
hence 

nce the 

and ſiſt- 


ounteract nature in mankind. 
Among mankind, on the other hand, the young 
re for years weak and defenceleſs, unſkilled, and 


4 ot 1 pnable'to ſhift for themſelves, ſo require all that 
*. Ron imme to be reared, at the great expence of the con- 
m Winual care and induſtry of the parents. This 


_ —— care, promotes two wiſe ends of 
tur 


faffection of the parents, and make it laſting as 
medi 1 
ed man- 
riage i 1 
I all the gratitude, and reſpect to their parents, while it 
adequate = 
erved in 3 

the - 


ual friendſhip among themſelves. 
That this chain of affection might be preſerved, 


* 


an the continuance of each after their kind. 


Holeſted by thoſe various pallions which ſo often 


Providence; it ſerves to ſtrengthen the natural 


Wheir lives; and it ſerves to promote in the minds. 
pt the childven, a durable ſenſe of dependance, 


Jays, at the ſame time, a ſtrong foundation for mu- 
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and parents encouraged to undergo the long- conti 1 
nued cares and fatigues which attend the rearint 


op 

| a numerous family, it was neceſſary that the fir ut 
| link of that chain on which the reſt depended , fi 
mould be ſtrong and durable; aecordingly, the e 
Author of nature hath provided, that, in the hu. M 
man ſpecies, the propenſity of the ſexes ſhould be de 
more ſtrong and conſtant than in other animals wi 
not only ſo;—he hath ſuperadded to the common} . W 

= propenſity of nature, and ſtrongly blended with it Parr 
i a ſuperior ſentiment of delicacy and honour, 93 Al 
„ tender affection, and endearing love, which otheif res 
1 animals ſeem to be ignorant of; a ſentiment tha ſpo 
1 partakes indeed much of the diſtinguiſhing chal od 
Fil racter of individuals, but which in thoſe of thei: 1 | hac 
moſt amiable character, appears always in the I ent 

greateſt perfection; and the general fond taſte for bus 
real hiſtories, or works of imagination, deſcribing ws ct 

either the ſimplicity, or the refinements of tha be 
| | ſentiment, is a ſufficient, yea a ſtriking proof I 
| that it has a real, a univerſal foundation: in humaif curl 
| nature. the 
| But this is not all. The Author of nature badf val 

| ſeen meet to ſtrengthen this ſentiment, and guard Wuſy 
| it againſt corruption, by dignifying it with mani. Pith! 
| feſt tokens of honour from himſelf; while 2 rru} 
| ſtrongly denounces his diſpleaſure againſt the cor mm 
ruption of it. What honour do we ſee put upoif his 


human nature in general, and upon the conjugal ns c 


= 


i tie in particular, in God himſelf condeſcending ti Murnii 
| be the conduQor of the firſt bride to her huſband'f Nas 
| Though man hath, by diſobedience, forfeited theWbich 
| friendſhip of his Maker; yet as God intends oY aid 
| ſhew mercy to many, he for their ſakes, extend othe 
his long-ſuffering to all; and gives manifel Fs a 
proofs that he nearly intereſts bimſelf in the con- Ini 


cerns of the human race. And though the cor- 
ruption of nature hath perhaps no where 9 8 
Fo 


yp OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES. - 5. 
-conti. more glaring, than in the abtiſe of the natural 
caring Fopenſity of the ſexes; yet he ſtill continues to | 
ut bonour on the conjugal tie, which he himſelf f 
t firſt introduced. Four thouſand years after 
e fall the inſpired ſcriptures declare afreſh, 
Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed un- f 
2uld be defiled; but whoremongers and adulterers, God | 
1imals will judge.” And when Immanuel, God with - 
ommoi , was found in faſhion as a man, he honoured a 
arriage in Galilee with his preſence. | 
Among the various images, which the ſerip- 
1 otheif res borrow. from natural relations, and the cor- i 
ent tha ſponding affections, to illuſtrate the concern of , 
od about his people, an eſpecial regard we find 
had to the conjugal relation, which is more fre- | 
ently and copiouſly inſiſted on than any other. : 
EF bus God is repreſented as a huſband, related to ; 
s church by a marriage-covenant, that binds her 7 
be wholly for him, and not for another; and | 
proof hich at the ſame time gives her the ſtrongeſt | 
1 humaif eurity for the conſtancy of his love: and thus, | 
_—_ | the love of an affetionate huſband can bear no = 
tWvalhip, but naturally kindles into burning jea- 
aſy againſt every firanger, who would divide 
h mani Hith him the love of his ſpouſe, or by any means 
he rrupt the ſimplicity of her affection; ſo God 
the cor. mmends the purity, the fervency, and ſincerity 
ut upoi his love to his church, by many awful expreſ- 
ns of his jealouſy, which is often deſcribed as 
rning like fire. Yea jealous, is expreſsly adopt- 
as one of the names of God, and a name by 
| ich he delights often to be diſtinguiſhed; as it 
laid, Ex. xxxiv. 14. Thou ſhalt worfhip no 
other God; for Jehovah, whoſe name is Jealous, . 
is a Jealous God.“ YEA] 
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manifelſ 


the con · This ſerves to convey to us a moſt reſpectable, 
the cor - NA, we may add a moſt amiable illuſtration of L 
appear. e nature of God's wrath, For when we conſi - 4 
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the mutual intercourſe of the pureſt joy of the 


6 . THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE 6 
der, as the ſcripture would have us, the whole no 
character of God as fitly ſummed up in Love; Were 
what elſe is his wrath but the reſentment of jea. 
lous love, repelling and baniſhing far away ever 0 


thing of a malignant nature, every thing unamia. thc 


ble, or in a word, every thing that would marr 


moſt fervent love; even as the ſun ſhining in hi 3 
ſtrength, drives far away the oppoſite darkneſs! 
We are apt to run into a miſtake about the jea 
louſy, or wrath of God, as if it conveyed ſome no. Z 
tion of perturbation, and confequently of imper. 1 Jalot 
fection in the Deity; whereas in truth, the per 

1 
turbation takes place only in the breaſts of his ma 


lignant adverſaries. We are apt, I ſay, to run in 1 
to this miſtake, becauſe we find that the reſentment 
of injured love cannot take place in the breaſt of din 


man, without marring for a ſeaſon his joy, ſo inter 3 he o 


rupting his enjoyment of love. But when v# . :. 


think of the Deity, we muſt conceive Him as blelif : Th 
ſed for ever, without interruption of happineſs. 1 en 
Conſtantly and invariably oppoſite to all evil, eve 7 Wiſpl: 
as he is irtinitely and invariably good in himſelf ; Don, 

ſo that without the leaſt abatement of his boundli Wctte! 
leſs happineſs, he can at once ſmile on his friend; = 


and frown on his foes. This 1s ſome way repro e W 


ſented to us by his eſcorting his choſen people I | n th 
rael in the cloudy pillar, which, while it gave jo ard 
ful light to them, with dreadful darkneſs frownef Fexin 
upon their enemies. hem 

Jealouſy, we find, was a diſtioguiſhing pecuia | an) 


ity in the character of the God of Ifrael; for te ſoc 


gods of the Gentiles were by no means jealouſ che 
gods. They eaſily admitted others to rank wife wi. 
them in the ſame temple, and ſhare in the ſame bo eliev 
nours; and as they never ſhewed any reſentmeiſ Ind th 
againſt ſuch partnerſhip, their worſhippers ſa ſp rep 
no reaſon to object it. So the Romans, who hy em, 
nou: 


: OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES, 7 
whole ured the gods of all the nations whom they con- 
Loo x jered, had their Pantheon, a temple dedicated to 
of jea. e honour of all the gods; and long before that, 

e Philiſtines were complaiſant enough to give 
ami 3 of the God of [ſrael a place beſide their 
| bd in his temple : but the breach that was made 


of the Dagon, and the ſudden plague, deſtroying mul- 
in 1 udes of his worſhippers, gave ſtriking proofs 
neſs! | Wat the God of Iſrael was the Fealous God, who 


the jel Jared not his honours with any other. 
me no. 1 As the true God was thus diſtinguiſhed by bis 
imper alouſy, ſo we find him ſhewing great reſpect in 
he per E: 


his ma the inſtitution of the bitter water that cauled 


run in. 4 ze curſe, which could give evidence of her guilt 
entmeiſinnocence, only by means of a conſtant, extra- 
eaſt of. e or miraculous providence; and this is 
ſo inter Me only conſtant miracle that we find ſupporting 
hen vie law in private cauſes, 

as blel The extraordinary providence . over 
Iineſs. e nation of Iſrael in general, was a continued 


vil, eve 
himſelf 
8 bound 


5 of the jealouſy of God. He loved that na- 
Jon, it is ſaid, beyond all other nations; not as 
etter than any of them, but on account of the 


friend . relation which they bore to the Saviour of 
Ly repre world, who was to ſpring from them: they, 
eople 1 n the other hand, are repreſented by their unto- 
gave jo ard and adulterous behaviour, as many times 
: frown I Fexing his ſpirit, and provoking him to chaſtiſe 


any of the neighbouring nations to chaſtiſe them, 
e ſoon turned his diſpleaſure againſt thoſe nations, 
check their vaunting, and puniſh their malice, 
ih e wing mercy at the ſame time to his people, and 
elieving them oftentimes when at their wits end: 
eſentmeiſ nd thus his long-ſuffering and mercy, in the midſt 
pers {al If repeated provocations, was continued towards 
Who by{Wem, till they had ſerved the purpoſe for which 
nou: they 


Ws law, to the jealouſy of a man over his wife, 


hem like an enemy. Yet, after he had made uſe 
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fleſhly relation to him being diflolved by their ul 4 


ple.“ But when the national happineſs 12 


find the Spirit of God, by the mouth of Iaiah, jel 1 


with his church redeemed out of all nations, andf 


from firſt to laſt, without ſenſible tokens that Gol 1 


Fi ala contained in the promiſe of better thing 


8 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE BF 
they became a nation, by giving birth to the by . 
viour, The Word made fleſh.” When thei 
ting him to death, and the adulterous perfidy 2 4 
their hearts proved to be incorrigible, by thei. 
continued oppoſition to him and his apoſtles; G0 
utterly rejected them, ſaying, ** They continue i 
* not in my covenant, and I regarded them not. 


o they fell a prey to the ſword of the Ro 1 


mans. 7 nta 


From what has been ſaid, it appears, 8 f bs Wd b. 
marriage-covenant between God and that nation k Ws, v 
never took effect ſo as to bring them to the exalt. ent 
ed happineſs propoſed by it in theſe words, 13 
„ye walk in my ſtatutes, I will walk among youll I : 
“and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my peo. I f 


come to its greateſt height in the days of Solomon 
and when the kingdom of Judah was fait filling uff 
the meaſure of their iniquity, following the fool 
Reps of the apoſtate houſe of Iſrael, and all the 
gracious intentions intimated in that covenanif 4 
ſeemingly on the point of being defeated; then wi 


remiah, Ezekiel, and 3 prophets of that vl mar 
riod, breaking forth into the boldeſt and moſt al. 
ſured promiſes, of the moſt exalted happineſs ti 
take place, by a moſt intimate union of the Deir 4 
hall 
to be related to him by a new and eternal mar{ 4 hono 
riage-covenant, that could never be made void b Wihall 
any guilt or deficiency on their part. | Whey 

The nation of Iſrael was ſeldom at any time and 
them 
be he 
97 voice 
tand 1 
who 


ra 


was not well pleaſed with their conduct;. and aol 
ſhort intervals which they enjoyed of reſpite and 
ſucceſs, were only faint 3 of the ſuperio 


{0 


x OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES. 9 
come by the Meſſiah. But in the days of the 


dom of Judah and Iſrael was on the decline, 
a many prophecies were uttered, threatening in 
1 moſt aſſured manner the utter extinction of 
5 God 2 2 at glory; then, under various images, particu- 
iy by images borrowed from the conjugal rela- 
n not. dn, were diſplayed the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, and 
st lively illuſtrations of the ſuperior happineſs 


| Mhtained in that promiſe. Hitherto no happineſs 
hat thi 


nation 3 
e exaltY 


Is, * 


1 s, with the frown of jealouſy; now the enjoy- 
4 nt of love in perfection, began to be exhibited 
che moſt endearing light, by bolder and more 


ng youll eily promiſes. Take for a ſample the following 
ny peo 7 dm the numerous paſſages to this effect contain- 
eſs hai in the prophets. Iſa. Ixii. 3, 5. Thou ſhalt 


domonff 


Joe a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
ling us 


t Wand a royal diadem in the hand of thy God; 
he fool chou ſhalt no more be termed forſaken, neither 
| all the mall thy land any more be termed deſolate : but 
ovenantf 4 thou ſhalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
heulah; for the Lord delighteth in thee, and 


marrieth awirgin, ſo ſhall thy ſons marry thee; 


moſt al and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, 


pineſs % 
ze Deiiſ - 11. © I will pardon all their iniquities—and it 
ons, ani hall be to me a name of Joy, a praiſe, and an 
nal mary 4 honour before all the nations of the earth, who 


void bi hall hear all the good that I do unto them, and 


ny time and for all the proſperity, that I procure unto 
hat GolfMthem. Thus ſaith the Lord, again there ſhall 
and ande heard in this place, the voice of joy, and the 
pite aui voice of gladneſs, the voice of the bridegroom, 
ſuperioſM Wand the voice of the bride, the voice of them 
er thing ho ſhall ſay, Praiſe the Lord of halts, for the 


{0 


Lord 


9 pphets now mentioned, when the glory of the 


Ja been enjoyed but what was obſcured, more or 


1 
rchy lad P 


o ſhall thy God rejoice over thee.” Jer. xxxiii. 


bey ſhall fear and tremble for all the goodneſs, 


— hon EE er 
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< Lord is good, for his mercy endureth for ever“ 
Ho. ii. 19, 20. And I will betrothe thee und 1 
me for ever, yea, I will betrothe thee unto nl 
zin righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving 
„ kindneſs, and in mercies; 1 will even betrotꝗ 
* «thee unto me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſha 
« know the Lord.” And many others might 1 . 
cited to the ſame purpoſe. by 
In the New Teſtament again, livre we ſee thi f 
apoſtles boldly applying to Chriſt every divine 
perfection, and every peculiar title. of honour bi 
which the prophets had diſtinguiſhed the true Go 
from all idols and creatures; we find due care 1 
taken to diſtinguiſh him as the one huſband, tl 
whom the church is eſpouſed, ſo as to be charge 
able with idolatry, or ſpiritual adultery, in tak! ; 
any other in his ſtead; ſo ſays Paul to the chu a © of 
of Corinth (2 Cor. xi. 2, 3.) © I am jealous ov 
you with the jealouſy: of God, for I have eſpou 
« ſed you to one huſband, to preſent you a cha 
virgin to Chriſt; but I fear, leſt by any mean 
as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſui 
* tility, ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted fro 
* ſimplicity, (or ſingleneſs) towards Chril. 
And the perfection of the happineſs of the chung 2 
is deſoribed thus, Rev. xix. 7, 8, 9. Let us 
„glad and exult, and give honour to Him ; 1 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wi 'B 
„ hath made herſelf ready. And to her it al 


* granted, that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linef _ 
clean and white; for the fine linen is the rig th the 
< teouſneſs of the ſaints. And he ſaith unf ht 
me, Write, Bleſſed are they who are called un” havit 


herefo 
et the u 


the marriage ſupper of the Lamb: and he ſai 4 ut. ow. 
< unto me, theſe are the true ſayings of God.” tins h 
by * 41 


Now, to come more particularly to the ſubje 
it is time to obſerve, that Paul, reminding Ml 
Epen of che mutual love between Chritt i 


*. r no m: 
duriſhet 


5 — on * EEE 
= 3 — Fe 
— 


church, ſets that love before Chriſtian huſbands 
1 4 4 their wives as a pattern, as well as a forcible 
ument to bind their conſciences to conjugal af- 
tion. 


"Ol 2 Voung people, when firſt marriageable, are 


t fondly to preſume, that the common propen- 
formerly ſpoken of, will prove a ſufficient ſe- 
rity for conjugal affection; but a little acquain- 


ce with the world, ſoon diſcovers the vanity 
this fond preſumption: and it is no ſmall proof 
che corruption of human nature, that there 
uld be ſo much need for the aſſiſtance of the 


W preſerve an affection which has ſo ſtrong a 
andation in nature. At the ſame time, we 


d of the Deity, when we reflect that this 
tion, when ſupported and' regulated by the 
ſpel, is exalted to the rank of a Chriſtian vir- 
and an imitation of the Son of God! 

he paſſage which I am glancing at, runs thus, 
Wh. v. 22,.—33. Wives be ſubject to your own 
Puſbands as unto the Lord. For the huſband is 


Horch; and he is the Saviour of the body. 
TE bcrefore as the church is ſubje& to Chriſt, ſo 
e the wives be to their own huſbands in every 
ing. Huſbands, love your wives, even as 
Thrift alſo loved the chuich, and gave himſelf 


[= r it, that he might ſanctify it, cleanſing it 


bh 1th the waſhing of water by the word; that 
might preſeat it to himſelf a glorious church, 
Met having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; 


ought men to love their wives, as their own 
3 lies: he who loveth his wife, loveth himſelf; 
reno man ever yet hated his own fleſh, but 

15 Writer and cheriſheth it, even as the Lord 
Fe * the 
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dernatural principles of the goſpel, to ſupport 


Wit admire the condeſcenſion and friendly re- 


ead of the wife, even as Chriſt is head of the 


7 ut that it ſhould:be holy, and without blemiſh. 
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12 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE © | 
e the church; for we are members of his body, 
&* of his fleſh, and of his bones. For this cauſe 
te ſhall a man leave his father and his mother 
© and ſhall be joined to his wife, and theſe} 
* two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a great my. 
« ſtery, but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the! 
« church. Nevertheleſs, let every one of you in} 
particular, ſo love his wife even as himſelf; ani! 
let the wife reverence her huſband.” . 
It is not in vain that the ſcripture ſpeaks i 
ſuch honourable terms of marriage, and bring 
ſuch ſacred and exalted motives to cultivate ti: 
affection that belongs to it. For as the will i 
God is, to confine the propenſity of the ſexes in 
tirely within that honourable channel, ſo he loud 
ly denounees his wrath againſt all abuſe of th 
propenſity, or indulgence of it any other wa 
When ſo confined, it ſerves to promote thi 
noble affection of love, which imitates the Deity; 
when not ſo confined, it tends to the greateſt de 
baſement of human nature, both before God an 
man. | ED 2 : 
Ihe law given by Chriſt, to direct the col e 
_ ſciences of his diſciples in regard to marriage, What | 
thus expreſſed by his apoſtle, 1 Cor. vii. 2. keifie: 
avoid fornications, let every man have his ou des the 
wife, and let every woman have her own hu om. ; 
* band. Thoſe acquainted with the ſcriptuf Por. 17 i 
ſtyle will obſerve, that the word fornication fi In the 
quently bears a more extenſive ſenſe there, ti. amo 
in our common diſcourſe. It denotes what om of ( 
call adultery, Matth. v. 32. and xix. 9; it «i emſelve 
notes inceſt, x Cor. v. I.; and it is uſed in Ju ur (rang 
ver. 7. to denote the fin of Sodom. In the text ji ¶ Piaate, 1 
mentioned, the Greek expreſſion is plural, «i anſgrefl 
ſhould have been accordingly ſo rendered by oy, All 
tranſlators, as they have properly done it Mates of pet 
. | | XV. 'i 


and ; ar 
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. 19. © Out of the heart, proceed evil thoughts, 


Gy adulteries, fornications,” &c. 

Sometimes the word fornication is attended 
zen ien other words, giving a comprehenſive view 
el W the evil practices which at other times are cen- 
red under that word when uſed alone; as Gal. 


19. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, 
& which are theſe—adultery, fornication, unclean- 
W neſs, laſciviouſneſs.” Theſe three laſt expreſ- 
ns are likewiſe claſſed together in 2 Cor. xii. 


> ür. and Paul ſeems to have every thing of that 
1 ind in his eye, when, Eph. v. 3. he warns the 
the 


W phefians againſt fornication, and all uncleannefs, 


Pond alone, and to extend its meaning, uſed in 
octle's meaning to be no leſs than if he had ſaid, 


zife, and let every woman have her own huſ- 
and; and that accordingly, by the Chriſtian law, 
darriage is oppoſed to ad ultery, fornication, and 
uncleanneſs. 
What the impurities guarded againſt by the 
Foriſtian law of marriage are, may be ſeen (be- 
es the paſſages already mentioned) in Lev. xvii, 
WM om. i. 26, 27. Col. iii. 5. 1 Tim. i. 10. and 1 
or. vi. 9. 
In the laſt of theſe texts, we find claſſed toge- 
er among thoſe who ſhall not inherit the king- 
emſelves with mankind, thieves, &c, What 
n Ju 2 ur tranſlators could mean 'by giving us the e- 
I nate, ranked in the midit of the moſt heinous 
15 1 of the law of nature, is difficult to 


5 are 


But when, as in our text, the expreſſion is 


e plural; and that too, as reſpecting all the evils 
be avoided by marriage; we muſt conceive the 


avoid all impurities, or every abuſe of the na- 
ral propenſity, let every man have his own 


5 om of God, adulterers, effemmate, abuſers of 


* 
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are inured to the hardſhips of war; and civilize? = 
nations in general appear effeminate to the mor: 
barbarous tribes who know not the refinements (Y 1 
civilization. BH 
To me it appears paſt doubt, that the Gre: | 
word: malatot, ſhould in this place be rendered 1 
effeminate but Jelf-pollutors, IT am not the fir 8 
who have made this obſervation, and agreeb 
thereto, the very ancient Syriac verſion tranſlate . 
it by the ſame word, or a branch of the ſan 
word, that is uſed in expreſſing the fin of Onai 
Gen. xxxvlil. 9. At any rate, the place where th 
word in queſtion ſtands, ſufficiently ſhews that 
is intended to cenſure ſome ſort of uncleanneſ;3 
and when we conſider it is diſtinguiſhed from t| 
uncleanneſſes mentioned immediately before an 
after, no tranſlation, I apprehend, can appeis 
more natural and eaſy than what has been alrc 
dy offered. | 
To what has been ſaid on the occaſional exte 
of the word fornication, we may connect likew' 
here the extenſive view of fornication given Vl 
Paul, 1 Theſſ. iv. 3, 8. where he oppoſes it ix 
the ſanQification and honour of a Chriſtia: 
body, which he calls his veſlel, as elſewhere 1 
tabernacle, For his, ” ſays he, “is the wills - 


« abſtain from eee that every one of y 
« ſhould know how to poſſeſs his veſſel in ſantt 1 
cation and honour, not in the luſt of concup'i 8 
« cence, even as the Gentiles who know not Gol fort! 
cc For God hath not called us unto uncleanne! 4 df etern 
« hut unto holineſs. He therefore who deſpiſe þ bes 's 
« "pen not man, but God, who hath al Ts aaa 
*« given unto us his Holy Spirit,” And laſtly, 8 eme u 

| this may be added, the very extenſive ſenſe F Per. 27. 
adultery given by the great Chriſtian Lawgivll men's 


Matth. v. 27. © Ye have heard that it yl | Land 11 
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oy them of old time, thou ſhalt not commit 

adultery. But I ſay unto you, that wholoever 

looketh on a woman to luit after her, hath 

. = already committed adultery with her in his 
heart.“ 


“What a ſource for conviction is ; here opened to 
| e } the human race! Who can look into this 
ee Perfect law, and ſay, I am clean? or who, as to 
mY Mis matter, can lay one hand upon his heart, and 
"_ ith the other, pointing to his neighbour, ſay, 


Stand by, I am holier than thou?“ This one 
burce of conviction, when duly attended to, is 
Iough to darken the whole earth with deſpair. 
But how much more abundant is the cauſe of 


m Mankſgiving for the gracious and merciful 
2 ppearance of Him, who could with propriety 
PP Wy, John viii. 12. I am the light of the world; 
alreſſ he who followeth me ſhall not walk in darkneſs, 
but ſhall have the light of life.” 

exten The grace that gave him, the Holy One, to 
m uffer for the impure, appears the richer, when 
inn 'Y ve reflect on the awful teſtimonies of God's fiery 


Indignation againſt nncleanneſs recorded in ſerip— 
ure, as certain preſages of the wrath to come: 
o in Gen. xix, we find that God rained fire and 
Primſtone from heaven on the people of Sodom 


of "heir tincleanneſs. to have been wicked and ſinners 
anQtu defore the Lord exceedingly. And in the New 
1c" Wl eſtament, Jude ver. 7. that people are ſaid to be 
© G0 forth for an example, ſuffering the vengeance 


Mo 
anne ſhot eternal fire: in like manner Moſes, Lev. xviii. 


9 ter giving a detail of the impurities of the 
a1. anaanites, for which ſuch terrible deſtruction 
„ 


came upon them, concludes the account thus, 
Per. 27. For all theſe abominations have the 
8 5 men of the land done, who were before you, 
as and the land is dcfiled.” And he warns Iſrael 


« i | 
& 4 - | ver. 


ns 
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nd Gomorrah, who are ſaid, chiefly in reſpect of. 
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ver. 28,.— 30. That (ſays he) the land pu 
© you not out alſo, when you defile it, as it ſpue“ 

* out the nations that were before you ; for Who 


« ſoever ſhall commit any of theſe abomination 
% even the ſouls who commit them ſhall be cu 1 50 
Therefore ſhal 
* you keep mine ordinance, that you commit 10 
any one of theſe abominable cuſtoms which 


* off from among their people. 


e were committed before you, and that you 
*« defile not yourſelves therein; J am the Lor 
«© your God.” 
reaſons given for the captivity of Jeruſalem, and 
the deſtruction of many of the people, Jer. v. 7, 8. 
takes notice of their prevailing uncleanneſs : and 
 Ezek. xx11. 9, 10, 11. points out the ſeveral ſorts 
of it. The houſe of Iſrael, or the ten tribes, 
ſuffered the like judgment before Judah, for 
following the abominable cuſtoms of the nations 
who had been deſtroyed to give place to them, 
and of the nations who now lived round about 
them; and theſe laſt nations again ſuffered the 
like judgments according to the predictions 0 
Jeremiah, and the other prophets of that age : al 
which manifold difplay of deſolating and deſtroying 
judgment, was a pledge of the certainty of God's 
determination, Zeph. 111, 8. where he ſays 
« All the earth ſhall be devoured with the fire o 
« my jealouſy.” 

Here we may juſtly add, that the nations called 


_ Chriſtian, trained up under the influence of a} 
perverted goſpel, have not abounded leſs than 
the ancient heathens in any ſpecies of uncleanneſs, * 
even as the New Teſtament prophecies had fore- r. 7 
told. In ſcripture, this luſt is pointed out as 
cloſely connected with pride and covetouſneſs WR 
and often as ſubſervient to idolatry, which 1 
called adultery in the ſpiritual ſenſe ; in Sodom, 


it was connected, Exek. xvi. 49. with pride, | 
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for neſs of bread, idleneſs, and unmerciful covet- 
pue! lnels reſpecting the poor. Ifrael is complained 


as enticed, through fornication, to idolatry. 

i0n; we of the firſt New Teſtament churches, are 
ſured for having among them thoſe who 
* a zght to commit fornication, and to eat things 
rißced unto idols; and Peter, propheſying of 
1 the corruption of Chriſtianity, and the pernicious 
=” ays into which many would be ſeduced, through 
Wc art and covetouſiefs of falſe teachers, takes 


eaſion to obſerve, 2 Pet. ii. 9, 10. The Lord 

* knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt unto the 
7, 8 day of judgment to be puniſhed ;” Iimmediatel 
and ding, but My thoſe who walk after the 
ſortz filet, in the. luſt of uncleannets, and deſpiſing 
ibes government,“ Kc. 

for Now the better to underſtand by what means 
tion cleanneſs, in all its branches, has abounded as 
hem, uch under the pr ofeſſion of Chriltianity, as ever 
bout did under heatheniim, it will be proper to 
| the Pafider more particularly the Chriſtian law of 


Parriage, (1 Cor. vii. 2.) of which we Have only 
yet taken a general view. 


ying And, 1/4, Lhat law points ont the a that 
od's @ould bind the conlcience of a Chriſtian in regard 
ſays, marriage, and ſhew him whether he ought to 


parry or not. He mult marry © to avoid torni- 
cations,” or all impurities; if he can avoid 
ele without marriage, he ought not to marry ; 
he does, he does not marry in the Lord, or in 
Ew bjection to the Lord's authority. 'I hat this is 
pe ſenſe of the law, is evident from what follows, 
er. 7,—9. Where the apoltle fays, I would 


't as chat all men were even as 1 myſelf, but every 


man hath his proper gift of God, one after 
20 this manner, and another after chat; I fay 
dom, 1 therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is 

good for them, if they abide even as I. But 


13. ir 
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Wik they cannot contain, let them marry, for 1 able 


« 1s better to marry than to burn.” Inding 
2dly, It is evident then, that it is not 1% , bec 
entirely to a man's own option whether he ſhal ſtom, 
marry or not; even as it came not of his ov ed of t 
choice, that be is now this or that way gifted d aſſur 
God: the divine law reſpecting the gift that GolWnbicio! 
hath given him, fixes his duty for him. Al , but 
<0 men, (ſays Chriſt, Matth. xix. II, 12.) cannot We deſt! 
ce receive this ſaying (preferring a ſingle life) ed ſtat 
„ but they to whom it is given:“ then he ſpeak hamed 
of ſome eunuchs who are born ſo, of others made t othe 
ſo of men, and of a third ſort who make them. onour! 
ſelves ſo for the kingdom of heaven's ſake; add marr 
ing this plain law, He who is able to receiy tance, 
* (the aforementioned ſaying) let him receive it. r fem 
The two former forts, being utterly diſqualific woma 
for marriage by natural defect, cannot propoſe t our, {| 
marry without offering a high 1 to humanity ut rat! 
and the divine law. The third ſort muſt be thoſe g the 
who though in ſome degree capable of marriage 417 
and accordingly inclined to it, have yet no ſuc d all in 
3aclination, but what may be ſubverted or ſubdu-3 err, 
ed by the mind's being engaged in a ſerious and ur of | 
laudable purſuit, of which none ſurely can deſerw nt wit 
the name better, than a zealous purſuit of the in. hriſti; 
tereſts of God's Kingdom; and this view of the This 
matter appears quite agreeable to the whole ſt rain ndeav- 
of Paul's reaſoning, 1 Cor. vii. Therefore, when ineſs: 
we ſee a man profeſſing ſubjection to Chriſt, and ory of 
chuſing to lead a fingle life, the moſt favourable hat wi 
judgment we can form of him is, that he is either Weis ab 
a eunuch by abſolute natural defect, or that it ö emnin 
given him of God to become ſo, for the kingdon ondem 
of heaven's ſake. ome o 
3dly, If the reaſon given in the Chriſtian law, ö Preatly 
the only reaſon that can make it warrantable for :Wﬀolpel | 
Chriſtian to marry ; then ſurely that is the only hon- Precept 


1 ourable 
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23 | d Prable reaſon that his mouth can openly avow as 
Finding his conſcience. It is proper to attend to 


Wis, becauſe when once, by the influende of evil 
ſhal&ſtom, people are induced to diſavow, or be aſha- 
owed of the only honourable reaſon, then we may 
ed ci aſſured of hearing the baſe motives of vanity, 
Goi@Wnbicion, and covetouſneſs, not only openly avow- 


, but alſo effectually operating among men, to 
Se deſtruction of the natural comfort of the mar- 


inne 

ife) ed ſtate. But why ſhould a Chriſtian man be 
eak hamed to own, that he marries becauſe he can- 
made yt otherwiſe poſſeſs his body in ſanctification and 


Honour? or can the chaſteſt virgin, when ſolicited 


© marry, give a more decent reaſon for her com- 
deiveliance, than, that ſhe accepted a huſband to preſer ve 
> It er female honour pure aud unſpotted? For though 


ſe tour, ſhe who marries loſes nothing of her honour, 
nity hut rather places it in greater ſecurity, by accept- 
hoſe, g the love and protection of a huſband. 

iage A 474/p, Seeing the Chrittian law, oppoſes marriage 
ſuch all impurities, it is evident that thoſe men great- 
bdu err, who have endeavoured to tarniſh the hon- 
s and ur of marriage, as if it were ſome way inconſiſt- 


Int with the exalted parity and ſanctification of the 


e in. hriſtian life. 
f the This error took its riſe from religious OY 
train ndeavouring to refine upon the goſpel rules of ho- 


Wineſs:; and here, upon a general view of the hiſ- 
gory of religion, we may lay it down for a maxim, 


Peſs above the plain words of the goſpel, and con- 
emning any amuſement or enjoyment of life, not 


gome of the moſt important precepts of the goſpel 
Preatly neglected, or altogether ſet aſide; thus the 
zoſpel informs us, that the Phariſees refined on the 
z es of Moſes againſt bodily defilement, mak- 
ing 


abt 


woman who commits fornication forfeits her ho- 


hat wherever we find men zealous to exalt holi- 


zondemned by it, there we may be ſure to find 
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Ing many additional rules that had no foundatiof 


while they have been induſtrious to render of no 


forms us how the monaſtic life was introduced, bj 


life, till the honour of marriage in general va 


Chriſtian, attended by the molt inhuman cruclt;s ; 
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in his law, while they neglected the weightier m 1 $i 
ters of that law; and thus it is well known th 
the Roman church has, for many ages, made _ 
ny things unlawful, not condemned by the goſpe . 


effect every divine precept. And though the 5 
pocriſy of that church has for ſome ages bei 
greatly expoſed by proteſtants, yet even amo 
proteſtant churches, the ſame ſpirit of religious 3 
pride may be found, in ſome degree, (till work ing 9 
after its old faſliion, condemning. ſome things no could 
condemned by the goſpel, while it deceitfully und 


dermines, and oppoſes, the great RYE and deſig 5 the 


of the goſpel precepts. e tha! 
When n ec. in this manner, begen 4 4 orld 


promoting ſaperior purity and holineſs, it is nat. inmar: 


ral to think that the ſcripture-do&rine of morti. ord, t 
cation and diſconformity to the world, would n ſpiri 
corrupted to ferve thts pride; and ent uy c things 


an untair uſe would be made of Paul's commend er hu; 


ations of a ſingle life, and his preferring it tot 11:2 rofit; 


married itate. Accordingly, church hiitory in. | _ 
'q Me ſaid 


Marry) 
greatly ſunk, and marriage forbidden to nume ou ma 
rous clafles of men altogether, by which means on. 
uncleanneſs reigned through the nations calleif 


f ther 


extravagant commendations of virginity and fingl 


1 d prof 
now found neceſſary, to conceal its effects. n Pre atte 


It is proper therefore to obſerve, in what rei Wpel, th 
ſpects Paul prefers the ſingle to the married l. mu ording 
And this we ſhall find he does, not by throwingfWinent 1 
any reflections on the purity of the conjugal alle ber. 7 
tion, or union, but in reſpect of the worldly ca: Wed for 
and anxiety iutroduced by it; and becauſe, whenll i thro 

perſecutioſ . 


OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES, 21 


s 1 fecution grew violent, married perſons were 
ed to much greater perplexities and hard- 
s than thoſe in a ſingle ſtate. In general, the 
4 at advantage of the ſingle life, in reſpe& of 


ol ich he counts them happier than the married, 
note i in this, that being leſs entangled with world- 
e hy rares, they are at greater liberty to exert them- 
been Jees in the ſervice of Chriſt, to travel about as 
moni ſervice of the goſpel may require, and when 
gioußgg ſecuted in one city to fly to another. So his 


9 rds run thus, 1 Cor. vii. 32,.—3 5. But I 
ould have you without carefulneſs. He who 


Y un. 5 unmarried careth for the things that belong 
lcli; Wo the Lord, how he may pleaſe the Lord; but 


Mee that is married, careth for the things of the 


ifference alſo between a wife and a virgin. The 
nmarried woman cateth for the things of the 
ord, that ſhe may be holy, both in body and 
Mn ſpirit; but the who is married, careth for the 
tha hings that are of the world, how ſhe may pleaſe 
2 er huſband, And this I ſpeak for your own 
aa profit; not that I may caſt a ſnare upon you (or 
ry i 
ed, bout binding and loofing the conſcience; as if 
ing Mee ſaid, not to make you ſuſpe& it ſinful to 
il walWnarry) but for that which is comely, and that 
numeſchhou may attend upon the Lord without diſt rac- 
mean ion,“ that is, worldly care. 
calle f then, comparing a married with an unmar- 
2 q d profeſſor of the faith, we find the former 
re attentive to the ſarvice of Chriſt and the 

"at ref 8 Wpel, than the latter, we muſt at the ſame time, 
2d lifel Pording to Paul's doctrine, pronounce him more 
owing 
| aſtec-i 
3 

Ly cad 
, whenl aft 
-cutio . 


er. And if we ſhould ſee one, otherwiſe diſ- 
Wed for marriage, determined to chuſe a ſingle 
through carefulneſs about the world, or the 
eager 


orld how he may pleaſe his wife. There is 


ather a cord, referring to the Jewiſh language 


Winent in holineſs and purity of life than the 
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eager purſuit of gain, and fear of expence- 1 Wh 


cannot ſee the authority of the Lord lafluenci * 
him at all, but rather a baſe, ſordid paſſion, hal 2 hy, peligi 
15 belonging to the corruption of nature, 0 ark 
coming a natural and honourable propenſij a 
As for thoſe, who, under pretence of diſconform.3 +» jaract: 
ty to the world, and devoting themſelves who = n 
to Chriſt, withdrew from the cities where cure er 
es were planted, to lead monaſtic lives in the wii relig 
derneſs, we muſt conſider them rather as de pan 3 par 
ing from the preſence of the Lord, and as cowariZ = geab 
ly deſerters from the appointed field for fighting 4 
the good fight of faith, which muſt be maintain e 
with earneſt contention before the face of its nu “ "a 
merous enemies. The ſame ſort of people wil Z je Chi 
firſt retired to deſert places, were afterwarl* Pr 
lodged in the ſecret chambers, or in cells, clo. "oben 
ers, or monaſteries. Againſt all ſuch hypocriu n 
cal pretences to nearer connection with Chriſt, by aw 
himſelf forwarns us, Matth. xxiv. 23.—26. 1 98 
* any man ſhall ſay to you, Lo, here is Chriſt, oy hen 
* there, believe it not: If they ſhall ſay unto yo 1 8 
* Behold he is in the deſert, go not forth; bebe : pong!) 
he is in the ſecret chambers, believe it not.“ 0 ws 
Though Proteſtants have been taught to exclains x 5 51 
againſt the hypocriſy of the Roman church i ary 
this, as well as other reſpects, yet we may eal = 
_ perceive the fame ſpirit cheriſhed among the op 
and their religious leaders, notwithſtanding all u 5 M 
reſtraints Divine Providence in theſe latter az [2 
has laid them under. And as nothing ſerves may Wi 
to propagate irreligion and looſeneſs of manner wh 05 
than bypocriſy eaſily diſcovered; ſo a manifÞ pings 
connection between theſe effects and their prop... ues 
ſource, may very commonly be perceived in ne h " 
families of devout Proteſtants, It has been ofen 0 
obſerved, that the children of the regularly-de vo * 


fort of people, are frequently found remake 4 a 


4 6 BY E ] . ARA on YN 2 Me PH + 2 * ” * 


"M OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES. 23 
"2M Tr eligions, and looſe in their conduct. And 3s it 

. == equally obſervable, that ſuch of them as take 
eligious turn, are, generally ſpeaking, no leſs 
Kmarkable for covetouſneſs and ſelf-conceit ? 
Is rare a thing is it to find a man of a religious 
aracder, bringing up his children in the nurture 
- 6 20 d admonition of the Lord? Is it not far more 
helf 1 mmon, to find ſuch, training up their children 
a religious pride, and an eager purſuit of wordly 
in? And when the children come to be mar- 
ageable, which we may reckon the critical peri- 
on which the comfort of their lives as well as 
eir character muſt in a great meaſure depend, 
o few parents are at pains to inſtru them in 
e Chriſtian law about marriage, or to impreſs 


rd to it? And how many, through covetous or 


O1! (2 LU , 8 * * * - . * » 
er A 2 bitious views, either diſſuade their children 
iſt, 1 om marriage, or ſo diſcourage their particular 
x" 1 oice, as either to break their ſpirits, or compel 
* Mn to vicious courſes ? but whatever other vi- 
riſt, 15 be e led 

1 lous couries they may be compelled to, they are 
* Wrongly charged againſt indulging. themſelves 
10 1th looſe women, this being attended, not only 


With conſiderable expence, but alſo with great riſK 


_ | public loſs of character. 

5 And here it may be obſerved, that the diſcip- 
g _— Wine of many churches, though very remiſs in re- 
17 Bard to other worldly luſts, is often very inquiſi- 


Ive and ſharp-ſighted, to detect and cenſure this 


| Wan and a free woman, which is diſtinguiſned by 
Anne 
15 We name of ſimple fornication. 


ie 
ant On this occaſion it may be proper to obſerve, 


1 In what light this practice was conſidered among 
go” ne heathens, when the apoltles wrote to the ſirſt 
5 Fhurches, condemning it as an evil by no means 
de vo 25 3 b 

o be tolerated among them. 
arkabl = 


eir minds with a ſenſe of the fear of God in re- 


Wpecics of uncleanneſs—l mean, betwixt a free 


it 
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It appears from the famous ſpeech of Auguſt, Þ | 3 cat 
rebuking the gentlemen batchelors of Rome, who: ie pr. 
number he obſerved, with diſpleaſure, to be ver; ccefſa 
great, that to live in fornication, was conſider Weaſoni 
as a looſe and diſhonourable way of living, con. ong 
pared with the honourable ftate of marriage: bu Md th; 
though a lifetime ſpent in this practice, eſpecially g the 
when the number of unmarried men was ſo greu Phat is 
as to be a manifeſt damage to the ſtate, might Mies of 
draw the diſeſteem, and even the reſentment ol ers be 
the public; yet, ſetting aſide this complex vienM.q a n 
of the matter, it would ſeem that occaſional inſtar. / hew 
ces of this practice, were ſcarcely deemed ſufficien MWund v 
to fix a blot upon a man's character, even by tho: Me pen 
who were ready to ſhew high reſentment again WM 7 aw; 


adultery, and againſt diſhonouring a virgin. Ti: 


= vely , 


May be 
nor do I find that the heathens had any laws 


id, an 
making it criminal in the man, though the univer. * 
, gature, 


Wrutes, 
as in c 
g aſide 
We fort 
Well as 

Heratic 
Nie conſ 


In conſequence of this view of the matter among 
the heathens, it appears from the decree of the} 
apoſtles, Acts xv. 29. as well as from their epiſtls| 
to the churches, that the Gentile converts were) 
averſe to admit any conviction of the ſinfulneſs of 
fornication, even after they had been convinced of 


their former wickedneſs in many other reſpect, impr 
So the apoſtles in that decree (which may be cal. antage 
led the charter of the Gentiles freedom from tie 5 e myt 
Jewiſh law) finding it neceſſary to charge the Fimary 
Gentiles to abſtain from meats offered to idols 2 Now 
and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, char- — 
ges them, at the ſame time, to abſtain from forni. Ei, ren 
cation; adding, from which if you keep your- . Fluch 
« ſelves, you ſhall do well,” as finding in them no to bee 


other evil practice they were diſpoſed to defend. 15 Ef opport 
Yet long after this decree was delivered to the : 4 


llave t 
churches, we find it was a matter of no > ſmall anxi- honou 
ous = 


a, OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES. 25 
Sa; care to the apoſtle Paul, to enforce upon them 
We precept againſt fornication : yea, he finds it 
: Weceſſary, in a particular manner, to refute the 
# F. boni that were advanced in its defence 
YM ong the members of the Corinthian church ; 
d this he does upon principles of honour, elevate 
g the mind to a tenor of conduct ſuperior to 
hat is enforced merely by common law; princi- 
ies of honour to which they were entire ſtran- 
ers before they knew Chriſt : even as we may 


 ſhew more honour in his actions, than is to be 


ee penalties of the laws of their country. 


aint I own indeed, that viewing this matter atten- 
The gvely, even by the light of nature, a good deal 
d at; pay be ſaid againſt fornication; for it may be 
laws id, and 1 think juſtly too, that it debaſes human 


iwer. ature, and ſets man too much on a level with the 
rutes, while he indulges the propenſity which he 


pw, I as in common with them, at the rate of throw- 
4 £ aſide the principles of love, and honour, which 


e formerly obſerved to be likewiſe natural as 


weir 4 Leu as peculiar to him. And here, various con- 


Nerations might be pertinently urged, reſpecting 
We conſequence of this practice; ſuch as, the riik 
improper education, infamy, and other diſad- 


5 I © myſelf to the practice itſelf in the fimple and 
; Wrimary view of it. 

mm 3 I can eafily conceive a code of a live- 
| ſenſe of honour, though a ſtranger to the goſ- 
l, reviiting a temptation to commit fornication, 

. tach reaſoning as this“ Shall I debaſe myſelk 
1 to become one fleſh with a wench, who, the firſt 
opportunity, may admit my footman or my 


0 = dave to the ſame intimacy? no; it wounds my 
_ Vonour mk ſcorn the thought!“ And perhaps 


3 nd a nobleman, animated by a ſenſe of dignity, 


Pand with thoſe who aim no higher than to eſcape 


atages to the offspring, &c.; but I chuſe to con- 


* — ＋ * 
a Eo eos e Is 
6 2 — 


— S N 
+ __ = x 4 x 


— 


F Pe 


_—» - 222423244 ITY - 
. — _ * 4 * 2 «aid N Sy 4 en APY 


—_—— _—_ — 


26 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE | "yp 
it is chiefly, or only in this point of view, that A * 
fidel gentlemen, who yet retain any quick ſenſe i 


| honour, can be led to ſee any thing dibonourair Wl . 0 : 
in fornication, ore 
But this way of reaſoning loſes much of iu ane 
force, when we would addreſs ourſelves to ti. e's 
lower claſs of mankind; for though we ſhould . a. 
ſiſt ever ſo much on the peculiar dignity of hum ed e 
nature, they are ſo much accuſtomed to find ther =... 
maſters, or ſuperiors, paying little or no more re. as 
gard to them, than they do to their brutes, tlia peta 


this kind of reaſoning does not greatly engag 
their attention: we have indeed the lefs occafin 
to wonder at this ſtupidity in our lower ſort d 
people, when we reflect, that moſt of our gente 
men of rank and figure, who can at any time dl 
claim flaently upon the dignity of human nature, 
and are ready to pledge their honour upon ever 
occaſion, do yet diſcover very little honour i 
their actions, particularly with regard to the mat 
ter we are now treating of; ſo that it is hard % 
ſay where their honour in. except it be in thei 9 
readineſs to reſent an affront—when they 2 1 

But it is the peculiar glory of the goſpel, a 


ſupernatural revelation, that it is adapted to * arch 
in the lower claſs of mankind, the nobleſt ent God 
ments of honour, and ſuch an ale ſenſe of thi wed: £51 
dignity of human nature, as far ſurpaſſes the com any of 
prehenſion of the great men of the world. om Ca, 
Nov, it is obſervable that the apoſtle introduſ , world 
ces his argument againſt. fornication, 1 Cor. Hence 
11. by reminding the believing Corinthians of ren in 
high dignity to which they were advanced RWbreth 
their connection with Chriſt, and ſome of then beſcee 
from the baſeſt condition of the greateſt deilt ciod 
ment: for, giving a liſt of the more infamous God 
characters that exclude men from the kingdom 0 glory, 
God, for nicators, thieves, drunkards, &c.—he i it of ; 
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ediately adds, ver. 11. And ſuch were ſom® 


le d ot you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 

abe ed, but ye are juſtified, in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.” And 

We find the apoſtles in all their epiſtles, dealing 

4 zuch in reminding Chriftians of the high dignity 
1. 


"IEF their calling, when animating them to the ſpi- 
ted exerciſe of the Chriſtian virtues; even as 
ee guardians of young princes or noblemen, in- 
Wlcate upon them their exalted birth and high 

KpeQtations, in order to elevate their minds above 


gary thing that is baſe and ſordid. 
calion_ 


he news of a flave being adopted into the fa- 
iy of a great king, to rank with princes of the 
Wood, would carry a high found in this world; 
Mt what a poor idea would it have conveyed to 


ature, apoſtles, compared to the high ſenſe they had 
ever) the dignity of thoſe, whom they ſaw exalted 


ur it | om the baſeſt condition to be in Chriſt Jeſus ? 
e how Paul addrefſes theſe ſame Corinthians in 
e fic chapter of his firſt epiſtle, ver. 26, &c. 


then Ve ſee your calling brethren— God hath choſen 
Are, the baſe things of the world—But of him are 
, 25 12 ye n Chriſt Jeſus,” Thus he addreffes another 
bege W arch, * To the church of the Theſſalonians, 252 
- God the father, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
OL · 


om focrety, Heb. xi. 38. They, of whom the 
tr 00 world was not worthy, wandered in deſerts,” &. 
or. \" Hence we find him ſo often animating his bre- 
s 0: (Wren in ſuch language as this, Wherefore holy 
ced e brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling—I 

WF bclccch you that ye walk worthy of the voca- 
deſile ion wherewith ye are called, &c. - Worthy of 
fame God who hath called you into his kingdom and 
com d slory,“ &e, And while he conſiders all the 
he wit of the world as in darkneſs, aud under the 
ediaeſſ C 2 Power 


od ee what a bold ſtyle he uſes concerning 
e com gany of the faichful of old who were expelled 
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more exalted morality, not eſtimating the diff: 1 


the clear and forcible light of the goſpel. 


was to this effect; in ſimple fornication, When 
both parties are free and willing, no injury 7 


we tranſgreſs any law of our country; therefos 4 


to have been the force of their plea; and I appr 


and then follows it cloſe with his anſwer, 1 Coy 
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wer of Satan, he calls upon them as the ſons F 1 17 
God, and children of the light, to live as becam . 
ſuch; reminding them that all things that are _ 
proved or blameable, are now made manifeſt i Ph 
their proper deformity by the light of the goſp1 a be 
and therefore that it became them to+*purſue lere 


ence between good and evil, by the narrow, datt 3 the 
mitti 
and corrupted maxims of worldly ſociety, but b = bo: luff 
=... 
Wd, th 


Juring 


= 1 re 

done to ſociety in general, nor to our neighbou _ 1 
in particular; ſo the law that charges us to wol 1 

no ill to our neighbour is no way broken, nor « 


Now 1t would ſeem that the Corinthian n I 0 


E exert 
at my 
Ly Pr. 


give 
ury; 
y be 
pedier 
Seeing 
{uper; 
les, an 


myſel 


hend that in that plea, they ſuggeſted the e we 
of all the arguments, that bave yet been advan. wm 
ced by our infidel reaſoners in defence of fornicl 8 A Woe: 0 


aer th. 
id 2 | 
Let us now quote the text itſelf, 8 But i; 


apoſtle, after his uſual manner of reaſoning, 21 


we cannot ſee why the practice ſhould be deem 
unlawful : beſides, by this practice, we do nocht 
againſt nature, but rather comply with its dictate 
Hath not the Author of nature formed the ſexa 
with a mutual propenſity, even as he hath forme 
meats for the belly, and the belly for mea 
Why then ſhould not nature be complyed with ; 
the one caſe, as well as in the other? This appeal 


gay d 
in few words produces the ſtrength of their pla buld ill 


2 | . | e f 
vi. 12, 13, 14. All things are lawful unto n yak 
« but all things are not expedient : a things oi. _ ? 


e /awful for me; but I will not be brought unde 7 er 
te the power of any. Meats for the belly, and u 44 hat 


10 7 
ell 3 
xi 
3 J 
7 + 
ye CY 
Nats 


„y for meats; but God ſhall deſtroy both it 
Wand them. Now the body is not for fornication, 
Kut for the Lord, and the Lord for the body: 


Vico raiſe up us by his own power.“ 

nere, it is plain, that Paul reaſons with them 
their own maxims, and thews, that even 
Wmitting theſe maxims ro be true, they were 
Wt ſufficient to ſupport the concluſions attempted 
be built upon them. Be it fo, as if he had 
, that all things which may be done without 
Wuring my neighbour are lawful; yet fo long 
l retain any ſenſe of the dignity of my own 
ure, I mutt ſtill judge how far it becomes me 
IF exerciſe my liberty: for it may often happen 
Wt my going to the utmoſt bounds of my liberty, 
Wy prove diſgraceful to mylelf, even though 
ive no perſon juſt cauſe to complain of an 
3 ury; fo that though all things, in this view, 
Hato ay be lawful for me, yet all things are not 
ſexa pedient. | | 455 
5 eeing then it becomes me to conſider myſelf 
ſuperior to all my natural appetites or propen- 
es, and accordingly to hold them in ſubjection 
n yſelf, or in regular ſubordination to my capi- 
IS intereſt and honour ; I will not ſuffer any one 
chem to enilave me, or divert me from purſuing 
„great end of my being; ſo that though all 
Filings be lawful for me, I will not be brought 
der the power of any. 255 | 
But {till you inſiſt, that what you plead for, is 


% 


1 duld illuſtrate by bringing a parallel caſe, ſaying, 


ue; but even this maxim mult be taken with 
ee. limitation; for the body is not always to be 
ported by meats received into the belly; but 
a iball deſtroy both it and them, and yet raiſe 
| C3 up 
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ana God hath both raiſed up the Lord, and will 


way diſhonourable to our nature, and this you | 


eats for the belly, and the belly for meats.” 


*. 


30 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE E- 
up our bodies to ſubſiſt in another manner al 1 * 
gether, in a life far ſuperior to the preſent : a Wgdo! 
1 therefore, even our care about the belly, multi bo dies 
| , | ſubordinate to our expectations, of that mar Wt ored 
1 honourable and happy ſtate, to which our bode d. 
1 are deſtined, But 1 ſay further; I deny the tu me 00 


1 caſes to be parallel; and I affirm, that the body! ſextre 
it not for fornication, but for the Lord, and th? W not 
Lord for the body. = Wow ih 


Hence it appears, that the apoſtle lays the | 
_ ſtreſs of his argument on that ſupernatural 1 
nection between the Lord, and the bodies as vd 


ore 


es pl 


> gua 
i as ſpirits of his people, which was founded Huld 
| his taking part with them in fleſh and blood, a ions 
is which 1s maintained and enjoyed among them, bh os. 


his Spirit dwelling with their ſpirits, in the 
mortal bodies; or their partaking with him 
that holy Spirit, whereby he is glorified in foi 
and body, and made exceeding joyful at God, 


\ gree 
Cor, 
Phat 5 
; right hand: and the certain conſequence of ti ake 
connection is, the reſurrection of their bodies, t! V 


— 2 
— — — 
- . 8 
0m > — . we. pg — * r 22 


3 

ö | « i 

ih the apoſtle immediately adds, And God ha o an 
l * both raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, and will als Wall b 
gs * raiſe up us by his own power,” Lord, 
+ Accordingly, the immediate tendency or 1 all tl 
bh of this connection, even in this life, wha forbi, 
li Chriſtians begin to reliſh and enjoy it, is to gi a at fi 
I them an elevation of mind beyond the relt Pereas 
"Ws mankind, who are all in ſcripture conſidered g Whonou: 
| having their minds debaſed, by the influence is in 
it that ſpirit, which anciently informed the bo " Pont | 


the ſerpent, whoſe earthly, ſenſual, and debal' 
remper, as conducting the minds of his offsprinſi 
is ſtrongly marked in the words of the curſe pry 
nounced upon him, Gen. iii. 14. Upon thy bel 
« ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt they eat all on 
« days of thy life.” And this elevation of mi 
leads all who have obtained it, ſo to live in 9 . 


18, 
ithou 
ade 
Know 

Ie He 
Rave of 
e are 
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al Inna, as becomes ſons of God, and heirs of a 
: 20% X* Wpgdom ; even as they hope to reign in their 
at bil Miies raiſed from the dead, over the whole 
mol Wored creation, in partnerſhip with the Son of 
bod pd. So the apoſtle upbraids all who name the 
e — me of Chriſt, or profeſs connection with him, 
ody 1 extremely inſenſible of that connection, if they 
d ty not influenced by that elevation of mind, that 

owſhip with him in his Spirit, which leads to 
78 al more noble way of thinking and acting than 


lc es place among the reſt of mankind ; even as 


s weh ie guardians of a young prince or nobleman 
led i uld readily upbraid him, if they ſaw his 
d, . 1 ions unworthy of his birth and * expecta- 
m, by ns. 

N che, 8 to this, the next words of the apoſtle 
aim Cor, vi. 15,—17.) run thus, Know ye not 
in 1 hat your bodies are the members of Chriſt? 
Phall I then take the members of Chriit, and 


4 It! What! know you not that he who is joined 
o an harlot is one body? for two (ſaith he), 
hall be one fleſh; but he who is joined to the 


4 ord, 15 one ſpirit.” Then he proceeds, bring- 


gp all the moſt forcible motives in view at once, 
0 forbid fornication of every ſort, as directly, 
u at firſt inſtance diſhonourable to the body; 

ereas every other luſt, however conſequentially 
| onourable, both to body and ſpirit, operates, 
is intended to operate firſt, on ſome object 


— 
— 


out the body. *© Flee fornication,” ſays he, 


18,.—20. Every fin that a man doth is 
ithout the body, but he who committeth for- 
Nication, finneth againſt his own body. What, 
ow ye not that your body 1 1s the temple of 
he Holy Ghoſt which is in you? which ye 
u dave of God, and ye are not your own: For 

Fc are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
*« God 


ake them the members of an harlot? Far be 
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God, who provided ſuch a ranſom for them, : 4 
who thereby bought them for his own ſervic 
even the fame motive that is urged by anothe 


-- LE OUR rg. mm mr 
_— „ — — — — < 


when he ſays, © Foraſmuch as ye know that 
„were not rodeciied with corruptible things, 


„without blomi; and without ſpot.” 


"fornication, to conclude, that in this caſe, as wel 4 
as in various herd, Ahe ſuperadded light of i 
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« God in your body, and in your ſpirit, whig 3 a 
* are God's.” = 
Thus, along with the argumente ieh hs '. = 
before advanced, he now ' urges the high 20 
invaluable price of their redemption, paid by 
Son of God, when he laid down his life for the : 
and this as a powerful motive to engage them 
honour in their body ard ſpirit the living and ti 


apoſtle (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) to withdraw his frien 
in the faith from their former vain converſation 


« filver and gold, from your vain converſatl 
« received by tradition from 2 8 1 


Now, upon a review of the apoſtle's reaſonin 
though it is evident that he lays the main ſtrets q 
ſupernatural argument, yet 1 am far from thin 
ing that he excludes what was formerly hinted 
ſuggeſted by nature, in regard to the honour 
the human body. Yea, it is far more agreeah: 
to the tenor of his reaſonin g here, and to the 1 
guage of his epiſtles in general, with reſped g 3 


goſpel, more clearly evinces and enforces 2 
the light of nature ſuggeſted; and not only 
but is hkewiſe fitted to rouſe the heart from ta 
Kthargy into which it is ſunk by evil cuilol 
while deſtitute of the hope of a blefled reſurrection 
fo to clear the eye of the mind to perceive mol 
quickly and diſtinctly the ſimple dictates of natury ” 
as the prefence of the ſun makes the difference! h 
ed objects ſtrike the eye at once, that were b 1 

moy N 
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8 mo re faintly diſcerned while only the moon and 


rind, when deſtitute of the goſpel, or among 
Wom the goſpel has been greatly corrupted, that 
regard to what they know naturally as brute 
Peaſts, in theſe things they corrupt themſelves.” 
Ince we ſo often find the apoſtles calling Chriſt. 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves from other Gentiles 


4 o. This 1 ſay therefore and teſtify in the 
Word, that ye henceforth walk not as the other 


iven themſelves over to laſciviouſneſs, to work 
ll uncleanneſs with greedineſs: but ye have 
jot ſo learned Chriſt,” &c. And chap. v. 11, 


oth « entiles walk, in the vanity of their minds, 
leu Waving the underſtanding darkened, being alie- 
[ation Hated from the life of God, through the 1gno- 
nat ance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs. 
© df their heart; who being paſt feeling, have 
Tati 

8, bi 


5 3 of darkneſs, but rather reprove them; 
or it is a ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things 
Frhich are done of them in ſecret. But all 
hings that are reproved, are made manifeſt by 
Ine light,” And 1 Theſſ. iv. 5. Not in the 
reed uſt of concupiſcence, even as the Gentiles who 
anow not God,” &c. 


pec Wat has deen ſaid, may, perhaps, receive 


as von tration, by exhibiting a caſe in point. — 


s wel ambition. When he came to be of age to 
ny Wh his fortune, he projected various ſchemes to 
my e himſelf; all which, by various accidents, 
caito 


oed abortive. He then ſought relief to his 
ad in diſſipation; he became a conſtant tavern- 
e 1 unter with low and looſe company, whoſe 
nat rſe manners, obſcene converſation, and diſſo- 


ay | A e mirth, became familiar and agreeable to him, 
ere vs | as. 
m0 


4 appeared. For ſuch 1s the debaſement of 


rſed in ſtupidity and 1gnorance, Eph. iv. 17, 


„Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 


Neenio, though but poorly educated, wanted 
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ſtudied to render his houſe and table accept | 


and way of life ſo confirmed, that he now feriof 
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hours. When he had ſpent a few years in th 
courſe of life, he unexpectedly, by the death 
ſome relations, became heir to the eſtate and h nd 
nours of a nobleman. He advanced his clan 
and got it ſuſtained. And now the ſenſe of 1,8 
nour, that had been almoſt quite extinguiſh 
began to Kindle afreſh in his breaſt. He latente 
the meannefs of his- education, and, in order 1 7 
ſupply the defect made it his bufineſs to cf 
acquainted with gentlemen diſtinguiſhed for go 
ſenfe and politenefs, capable to promote cheerf 
neſs and good humour with decency, To ſuch 


love 
and inviting on all occafions. The longer he es 5 Id. in- 
joyed his new company, the more his reliſh for i When 
enereaſed, the more his fenſe of honour wi 1 inners 
refined, and his difguſt at his former comp Ir 8 
- bw 
wonders, how any man can be fo loſt to refleQn '1 Wc; cl 
as to ſuffer himſelf to be entangled in ſach a cout Gs, 0 
He even wonders what could enchain him to iti 
long, and is apt to conſider all that period 3 
ſeaſon of infatuation or madnefs, or as if he 
To long laboured under the delirium of a few 2 
Though his unexpected change of condition f 
opened his eyes, and rToufed the fenſe of hon 
in his heart, yet he now clearly ſees, that coutk * 
of life to be, not only wnbecoming a man of rang 
adorned with titles of honour, but diſgraceful ! 1 
the loweſt of the human [pecies, or, in two wor 
not only ignoble, but alſo unmanly, . 5 

It may be proper now to obſerve, that 
SGofpel, which condemns all uncleannefs, not on 2 
propoles marriage as an honourable guard a p80 
it, but alſo (conſults the comfort of the arr iog 8 
late, by enforcing vpon Chriſtians, in that !ts! « n whe 
* | + 
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. > ſentiment of love and honour, by which, as 
it, ſerved before, the common propenſity in the 
\ dan ſpecies is peculiarly dignified. So ſays 


ul, Col. iii. 19. Huſbands, love your wives, 
nd be not bitter againſt them:“ and Peter, 
pile iii. J. after exhorting the wives, adils, 
Likewiſe, ye huſbands, dwell with them accord- 
og to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, 


1 45 

he Ws unto: the weaker veſſel, and as being heirs 
der (1 mtg of the grace of life, that your prayers, 
to g. he not hindered.” 

r goa 3 As I formerly obſerved how the ſeripture en- 
er Nees conjugal love, it remains, that ſome notice 
uch now taken of the honour that muſt attend it; 


pt: 


he en d-in-hand along with it. 


for 
A ad = nners, which, nature, without reaſoning, effec- 
mp Ys y inſtils into young people entering into the 
rio iugal relation, when drawn to it by entire 
Hedi e; either as we find the caſe deſcribed to us in 
cout ks, or as it ſometimes appears in common life; 
to i: Prong preſumption ariſes, that now a ſolid foun- 
od ion is laid for laſting happineſs. Accordingly, 
he u promiſing period of human life, ſo big with 
\ feve ering hopes, and ſo fit to ſoothe the common 
ion ble of fallen mankind, who ſtill dream of ſome 


bond © thiy paradiſe, readily engages the attention of 


of ran ny writers. But experience ſoou ſteps in, and 


ceful Maps our expectation, by repreſenting to us, as 


> Woll . 0 ern {Lyle ſometimes will have 1t, that there is 


that W 
not oi 
d agaii Þ 
marti 1 king enjoyment fall ſhort of expeQation. Or, 
nat auen when no remarkable croſs accident inter- 

| F | venes, 


love cannot long ſubliſt, unleſs. honour go 


WV hen we obſerve the gentle and reſpectful 


companies, as it conſtantly employs the pen of 


ind of fatality that preſides over and frowns 
Y the life of man, ſtill forbidding his happineſs 
th Wc complete; often entirely defeating his moſt 
dent and well-weighed ſchemes, and conflantly 


* rere e 2 een. 
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fondly entertain, become a proot of the forfeltur C 
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venes, that there is ſomething in man's natur 
that forbids him to be quite happy, and ſeen 
induſtrious to create cauſe of diſquiet to hin} 
when every thing around him ſeems to invite big 
to happineſs. 
When we look into the ſcripture, we ſee 1 
cauſe of this, for it plainly aſſures us, that tf a 
preſent life is forfeited by fi fn, and ſubjected to ii 
curſe and frown of the Deity; and that accori} 3 
ingly every alleviation or ſuſpenſion of its mite 3 [ 
ought to be thankfully acknowledged, as an ei 
dence of the divine long-ſuffering and bounty, | 1 4 
But, though the frown of Providence, rial f 
ding complete happineſs in this life, is too u] 
verſally manifeſt to be called in queſtion, yet i 


obſervable, that what may be called the two fi 1 £ 
ſcenes of human life, open with ſuch fair begi 2 


nings, and ſuch blooming proſpects, as to gi 
ſome hint how happy this earthly life wo 

have been, had it not been forfeited ; even as tif 
unavoidable adverſities of life, by deriving, cou 
monly, a great ſhare of the miſery that att» 
them, from the high expectations which we 4 


too plain to be denied. 


rt alre 
By the two ſcenes above allnded to, I mean, 


3 1 
alon 11 
"It 


the firſt place, the charming proſpect of innocenW; 


. 
joined with unaffected gaiety of heart, whit 3 
ſtrikes us when we behold the ſmiles and play 1 opriet) 
a healthy thriving child! And the next ſcene runs 
what we have mentioned, that of a loving paß veſſel 

obtaining their deſired union by marriage. F ing 5 
theſe two, all the fondeſt pictures of human hae uſe ti 
neſs are drawn; and by theſe the proſped MW culiar], 
bounded. Even the imagination of the poet Mꝛ•at in ev 
ſoar no higher, than to ſome combination eaker t 

refinement of theſe. Thus, man reſemblcs any fe 


flowers which open in the ſpring. He bloore wo 


— 9 8 . _ 
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W 2 while, diſplays his higheſt excellency, and 
bells his hopes ;—then gradually fades, till he fall 
o the ground, from whence he ſprang, And 
us we find the ſcripture makes a true eſtimate, 
When it ſays, 1 Pet. i. 24, 25. All fleſh is as 
Wcraſs, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
the graſs.” —* The graſs withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away; but the word of 
the Lord endureth for ever: and this 1s the 


ſeri Wword, which by the goſpel is preached unto 
an cr ou.“ | | 
ty. Now, though the goſpel never inflames our 


forbiſ ve of this life, by drawing alluring pictures of 
0 ui enjoyments, nor flatters our pride with delu- 
et ue hopes, which only ſerve to embitter diſap- 
Wo f Wintment, yet it throws a benevolent eye on the 
beg ncerns of this mortal life, and breathes ſuch a 
to grit of humanity and patience, as tends, not 
oy to alleviate the unavoidable calamities of it, 
n as Wt to prevent or heal thoſe miſeries, which we 
g, Col © eate to ourſelves by the diforder of our own 
at cons, 5 

we f 5 | 


ve With a view to this, in the caſe before us, the 
rfetußhepel finds it needful, as we have ſeen by the 
Kt already cited, to remind the huſband of the 
alon ſuggeſted by nature why he ſhould main- 
Jin his affection to his wife, in the way of giving 


mean, k 
nocen 


v4 88 N 3 N . 8 " 
F ö 5 e die 
e B 75, D 4% 
ö Fn 2 a 2 EY: 
VEE l n 5 L Tr Go bh IV: 20 * 
.. —%—— 


„ Which our to her. The Greek phraſe here has a 
1 play Mopriety and force, not ſo obvious in our verſion. 
(cent runs literally thus: © As unto the weaker 

ing paz vellel, the female, or womanly giving honour" 
e. roing womanly, in the like honourable ſenſe as 
an hap We ule the word manly, when we ſpeak of what is 
-oſpet Wſculiarly becoming a man: ſo plainly intimating, 
poet Hat in every reſpect wherein the woman is formed 
nation eaker than the man, ſhe is furnithed with ſo 
nblcs ay female recommendations, rende:ing her the 
e blo re worthy of her huſband's love and elteem ; 
_ | D | 8 or, 
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oven body, but the wife. Defraud ye not o, 


38. THE: HONOUR OF MAKRIAGE = 
or, that every branch of her natural weakneſs, Wience 
adorned with ſuch female advantages, as coul Peipr 
not well ſubſiſt, but in connection with thy on ot 
weakneſs. MF 
There 1s, therefore, in the married: ſtate, = 
honour due by the man to the woman, as ee. . 
an honour due by the woman to the man; ay Per, c 
the duty incumbent. upon the Chriſtian huſband, hs 
in oppoſition to neglecting, deſpiſing, or, (as it i defr 
moſt properly termed), © being. bitter againſt li wer, 
eie, is to dwell with her according 119 age 
* knowledge,” by loving her, giving honour, ani uard 
ſhewing manly, tenderneſs. to her, as the ucalf i hich 
veſſel, the womanly,; while the counter-duty d, = law 
the wife 1s equally enforced to ſubmit, obey, 1 d abſt 
give honour: to him, as the man, the head, Ih n, cl 
ſubmiſſion commanded. on the part of the woman 1 1 Wn, tl 
is tempered; by the love commanded on the part d Maut 
the man; aud in the ſedulous and continued cult It is 
vation ng tempering of the mutual honour, mm and a 
due to each other, lies the happineſs of the mar. 1 he ot! 
ried pair; living together as heirs of the grace d ante 
life. 5 ie nat 
Now, in connection with the conjugal love wif BH 
ſentiment. of honour, enforced by the Chriſti 
law, in manner before mentioned, the apoſtle, 
the paſſage already cited, 1 Cor. chap. vii. add 
ver. 3. and 5. Let the huſband render unto d 
* wite due benevolence, and likewiſe alſo the wit 
< unto the huſband. The wife hath not power v8 
«her own body, but the huſband; and, in li 
“ manner alſo, the huſband. hath; not power of hf 


the other, except it be with conſent for a tim 
„that ye may give yourſelves: to faſting a 
„prayer; and come together again, that Satin 
< tempt you not for your incontinency.“ 1 

Here is a plain law, enforcing upon the cor 
ſcien | 


: 0FFOSED ro ALL IMPURITIES, 39 
Wience of both the Chriſtian man and woman, the 
eiprocal duty of marriage: and as the gratiſica- 
on of the natural propenſity of the fexes, is, for 
e wiſeſt purpoſes, confined by the great Law- 
oer within this line, ſo here is a ſtrong charge 


re 1; RM 


Fc 0 


. ani er, or neglecting to attend to the mutual claims 


bay; that propenſity on either fide. It is called 
it: defrauding?” one another, on account of the 
/ „% wer, or right, which the facred contract of mar- 
18 age gives to each over the other; and it is to 
r, 20 uard againſt this fraud, and the impurities to 
_ hich it may lesd, that the apoſtle, though it may 
ty d lawful on certain occaſions for married perſons 
_ abſtain from the conjugal enjoyment for a ſea- 
"11 Wn, charges them to come together 3 Sa- 
oma In, through the force of their paſſions, get an 
vantage againſt them. 28 
lt is evident from this paſſage, that the huſ- 
Wand and the wife have the ſole claim, each upon 


© 4% 


"Me other; and that in the decent and pre ger 
race d 
he natural properifity is both lawful and honour. 

\riftion 4 efore God and man. | A 

ae, 0 illuſtrate what has been ſaid, it may be pro- 

1. adds - 3 0 : - 

nto te t, in 1 Pet. iii. 1, —7. which runs thus: © Like- 
huſbands, that if any obey not the word, they 
allo may, without the word, be won by the con- 


: mat.. | . ; : 
Paintenance of theſe claims, the gratification of 
ole, and free from all manner of defilement, both 

Per to conſider the whole paſſage already glanced 
ne win wiſe, ye wives, be in ſubjection to your own 
verſation of the wives, beholding your chaſte 


ing, let it not be'that outward, of plaiting the 
0 p | 2 0 — 
hair, and wearing of gold, or of putting on of 


e. . . 0 6 . 
== :ncorruptible, of a meek and quiet fpirit, which 


N 
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dhe married pair, againſt defrauding one ano- 


RR : i 
„, in the ſight of God, of great price. For af- 
5 | D 2 tes. 
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2g converſation coupled with fear. Whoſe adorn- 


oF 2pparel; but the hidden man of the heart, in the 
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which we yield to our beſt friend and protectoſſ 
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6e alſo, who truſted in God, adored wee WF 
CL being in ſubjection to their own huſbands : «1:8 
* as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lo 
** whoſe nnter Je are as ay as ye do we 


155 N to knowledge, giving honour unto i 
“ wite as unto the weaker vellel, and as bei 
„ heirs together of the grace of life, that youl 
60 prayers be not hindered.” 2 


Th ich 


of nature, and with what powerful motives 1 
the peculiar duties incumbent on the married pay 
towards each other, commended to them 1n 0 
paſſage * ' = 
The apoſtle begins with the wife, nnd trol 
enforces her duty, by the hopes of its proving fi 
vation to ber huſband, if he be an unbeliever; vi 
the peculiar approbation of the Deny, and by 1 4 
amiable example of Sarah. 
By what he ſays, it appears, that the wiſe if 
not to hold her claim upon ber huſband, with : 
imperious air, or to urge it with any im mode! 
deportment ; for either of theſe, in any degret i 


rea 
racer, and fo unnatural ; but ſhe is to ſupport he 0 
claim by the proper ornaments which adorn be lay on 
as a woman, the weaker veſſel; and which 4 Wa 


conneQed with that weakueſs. In other word 
ſhe is to ſtudy to ſecure the affection of her huly 


band, by every female or womauly endearment. i: "hay 
3 And in the firſt place, ſhe is to be in ſubjectiaſ Fer 

to her own huſband, as Sarah was; not the ſub 42 60 
jection of a ſlave, but ! in that willing ſubjectiaſ bird 


when we Judge our greateſt ſecurity and highelf a 
honour to lie in our ſubmiſſion, It 1 is agrecabl 4: 


* 1 
* — _ » n r 
4+ "x R Wwe * EOS 1 — A * 4 
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= OPPOSED TO ALL IMPURITIES. - 41 
"= (this idea,that all the apoſtolic exhortations run, 
IS wives to fubmit themſelves unto their own 
bands, as unto the Lord—to be obedient unto 
W in—ind to reverence them; and it is in this 
oi bw, that their obedience, ſubmiſſion, and reve- 


K. ee are called for, with peculiar propriety, as an 

maß Qitation of the obedience, ſubjection and fear, 

70 ich the church, the ſpouſe, the Lamb's Wes 
ads to her great bead and bu band. 

voi 


The apoſtle, in the next place, points out the 
Wrticular ornaments, by which the wife is both 


lictan W pleaſe the Lord, and to captivate and retain her 
©> "Wband's affection. And theſe are not to conſiſt 
ed "WT the tinſel ornaments of dreſs. The harlot, 
* wo and immodeſt in her deportment, is alſo 
8 3 Wrocous in her attire ; fuch ornaments, there- 
10" re, instead of making the wife reſemble the 
ing f 0 gaſte ſpouſe of Chriſt, would give her more the 
0 b "cn blanc of, or be too much like, thoſe worn 


7 that woman, who is the oppolite of the Lamb's 
life (Rev. xvii. 4.) But in oppoſition to this, the 
naments of the Chriſtian wife are to be, not the 
earing of gold, or other outward ornaments of 
fels, but the ornament of a meek. and quiet ſpi- 
Wt, which, ſays the apoſtle, is, in the fight of God, 
great price. 

| However ſtrongly theſe words inculcate, as 
Bey certainly do upon Chriſtian women, the Au- | 
of modeſty and ſobriety in their dreſs; and 
dwever much it ought therefore to be their Rudy, 
it muſt ever be the ſtudy of all Chriſtians, to 


wife 
with u 
model 


AY AH ake conſcience of ſobriety in that matter; yet 
die 101 Pe apoſtle does not appear, as ſome would under- 
I; a1 nd by this paſſage, to prohibit in all cafes the 
we od Fearing of gold and rich apparel, when ſnitable 


che tation of the perſons who wear it; nor 
es he intimate that a maid could forget her or- 
9 aments, or a bride her attire; but his great aim 
3 uw! 1 


— 
* 


* 
** 
— 


———ů ͤ —t 
— 
3 


— 
LY 


— — ery et 
> En. _— Ry 


323 
2 * — * 


my 


— 
_ 


= — 
— 


ms, —— 
<*&=2 


— 


— 


— C bo — —— ODS I 
cn, a nt — — —— _— * 
PP Don ET 
- _ SY 2 . 
— r r 
1 . 
4 —— 
- — : 
_— l 
2 
5 


which ſhould be that meek and quiet ſpirit, 1 


his ſolicitations. 


In like manner alſo that women adorn By 


* or pearls, or coltly array; but (which become 


42 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE "In 
plainly is, that the wife ſhould ſtudy to attract hy ch a 
huſband's deſi res, and ſecure his affections, by here 
naments of a far ſuperior nature; the crown oy Wn, u 
ving 


well ſuited to ſet off, to the beſt advantage, thalf be be 
female charms, which are ſo agreeable to the To t! 
tural weakneſs, wherein ſhe is formed bier 1 4 Poſtle! 
the man; and which, at the ſame time, ſerver Fr. 14. 
render ber moſt üble and deſirable to her half 3 men 
band; and never fail to lead him, if he be mail} a [ 
as the is womanly, to the moſt tender regard io ; 3 Wproac 
her, and to glory in protecting her as his crown, i Wap. 11, 
This is the moſt endearing, and moſt honour: {Women 
ble way, in which the wife can prefer and reta the ye 
her claims upon her huſband; and this way, H huſbat 


forcibly urged by revelation, is quite agreeab chaſte, 
to nature; for hereby the charms him, ſhe attrad own | 
his defires, and, with the pureſt chaſtity, y il blaſph 
herſelf, as due, on the moſt honourable terms, (AA tl 
y in v 
Agreeably to this paſſage, is that r Tie. i 11.9 . th 
e way 
Wh the 
Ine { 
þ Imble: ; 
„women profeſſing godlineſs) with good works ; Witter ; 
„Let the women learn in filence, with all ſub- 4 Wn a fc 
« je&ion; but J ſuffer not a woman to teach, {iſe churc 


e ſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedudi# 
* and ſobriety; not with broidered hair, or goa 


«to uſurp authority over the man, but to be 1 q burp aul 
6 ſilence. For Adam was firſt formed, then Ee co lear 
And Adam was not deceived; but the woman Wl Wundout 
being deceived, was in the tranſgreſſion. Bufecially 
< ſhe ſhall be ſaved in (or through) child-bearing ring, 
** if they continue in faith, and yz and hol' comit⸗ 
„ nels with ſobriety.” Pole coi 
The apoſtle is here inculcating the ſame meek E firſt ti 
neſs and quietneſs of ſpirit on the woman, as h lle's x 
the paſlage laſt de encouraging her to ſtudy man ha 


ſaci 
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| hel 


Ich a deportment as is becoming her proper 
y 0.8 i of life, by the hope of that eternal ſalva- 
nes, which comes to men, through Emanuel 
It, 1 ving condeſcended to become a little child, and 
tal be born of a woman. 


To the ſame purpoſe we may codes what the 


_ 
lor I 2 Potle ſays, in the 5th chap. of the ſame epiſtle, 
ve tif | r. 14. I will therefore that the younger wo- 
r hu men marry, bear children, guide the houſe, 
nau W.:-- none occaſion to the adverſary to ſpeak re- 


d fol Wproachfully.” And in his epiſtle to Titus, 
Wn, ; 3 ap. 11, ver. 4, and 5. where he exhorts the elder 


wen in this manner: „That they may teach 


our: 
retat Ine younger women to be ſober, to love their 
ay, i Wands, to love their children, to be ſober, 


coal Wetalte, keepers at home, good, obedient to their 

tra own huſbands, that the word of God be not 

vie blaſphemed . 

ms, All theſe paſſages point out very plainly the 
y in which women, profeſling godlineſs, are to 


. il. 0 . the profeſſion which they make, as well as 
then e way in which they will moſt naturally attract 
edu ch the deſires and the eſteem of their huſbands, 
r rl © ne ſphere they are to move in, is, indeed, 
conc Imble: they are forbidden to be aſſuming in any 
works » Pitter; they are to keep at the greateſt diſtance 
II fub- 1 m a forward behaviour, both at home and in 
ach, de church; they are not ſuffered to teach, nor to 
» be u urp authority over the man, but are command- 
n Eee learn in ſilence, with all ſubjection. There 
woman undoubtedly ſomething humiliating in all this, 
1. Bu py when we include the matter of child- 
zearing ring, with all its diſtreſſing antecedents and 
ad hol-comitanis, and when we confider that the 


Iz le courſe is, in ſome fort, a puniſhment for 
e meck · F frſt tranſgreſſion, as appears plainly by the 
1, as 0 ele's pointing to the particular part which the 
to ſtudy man had in that tranſgreſſion, and by compar- 

(vc 1 To ing 
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ment of the woman, in ſubmitting with patien«Þ 


with a chatte and blameleſs converſation ; in i 


it. And by the example of Sarah, and all tit ; l 


tage all thoſe female accompliſhments, with whit 
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ing this paſſage with Gen. iii. 16. where the 0 
tence againſt the woman runs thus : * Unto the! 
< woman, God ſaid, I will greatly multiply tor 
© ſorrow and thy conception; in ſorrow thalt hou 4 
« bring forth children: and thy deſire ſhall be uf I 7 e in. 
* thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee.” ; 7 
Vet the apoſtie, for the comfort and encourage of 4 


and meekneſs to the allotment of Divine Prov. 
dence in this matter, with every humbling cir. = | 
cumftance which attends it, adorning her prop: 
ſphere of life with ſhamefacedneſs and fobricty By '. - 


word, with all thoſe domeſtic and female virtus 
which at once become her as a'Chriſtian, and gin: 


her character a peculiar luſtre in the eye of he 


huſband—the apoltle ſays, for her comfort a 
encouragement in all this, “ She ſhall be ſav 
in (or through) child-bearing;“ even as in ty 


forecited 1 Pet. iii. 4. the apoſtle ſays, * ti 


* meek and quiet ſvirie is in the hight of God ie 
great price. 1 

Thus the apoſtle exhorts the wife, recommen(. FE 
ing, as her chief ornament, a meek and quiet [pM 
rit, as of great eſtimation with her Maker, bo: 
ever light the herſelf may be diſpoſed to make d 


holy women in old time, he recommends that ſub 
jection, which, together with the other amiab 


prove 


Im abo 
virtues, is moſt becoming the ſphere of life allot: 


od, a | 
to her by Divine Providence; and at the (a 5H 8 


time, beſt ſuited to ſet off to the greateſt adval Wn, lea 


pbreſſiv 
ſhe is endued by nature, and which conftitu 


Nat affe. 

both her higheſt honour, and ſtrongeſt ſecuni! B 

for her huſband's affeQtions. # bone 

Upon the whole, we cannot but remark, as 1 fleſh; 
fore, the gracious compaſſion of the Deity, in bi 


tend 
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thor BY he inevitable calamities of life, by exalting a pa- 


be uf : ent ſubmiſſion to that which, in a ſort is inflicted 


7 5 3 E 9 * . 
© = a puniſhment, into a Chriſtian virtue. 


11206 
tiene 
"01 r our own paſſions, by affording and inculcating 
> Mich a line of duty, eſpecially in the conjugal rela- 


"rope Bon, as has the molt natural tendency to effect 


$, 
* 
5 

5 

bl 


. "IN 


7 
1 
p 15 


U, but eſpecially the more important concerns of 


Suman life, manifeſted by inſeparably connecting 


riety, a 


d 


« th: 


God of 


he duty and intereſt of men together—alleviating 


And in 


ealing or preventing ſuch trouble, as we are 
ady to create to ourſelves through the diſorder 


bat kindly purpoſe. 
3 mlt is now time to look back to the text, 1 Pet. 
irtueß WY 
git ; 
of bag ready hinted, that, agreeably to the ſuggeſtions 
JT a 
e, Vatter, is ſuch as is perfectly agreeable to the 
In tee 


Wi. 7. and take notice of the apoſtle's exhortation 
the huſband. 


And we hall find, as it has been 
nature, the part which he has to act in this 


ctates of nature, ſuch as is manly, or, peculiar- 
becoming a man, the ſuperior part of the crea- 


Ho agreeable is it to the impreſſion which was 


omen 


iet fp. 


, how 
nake 0 
all t 
1at (ub 


ES idently made on the mind of Adam, when firſt 
Wt beheld the lovely form of his accompliſhed 
ide, conducted into his preſence by the hand of 
god himſelf! Adam, with admiration beholds her, 


he thinks, ſeeing through the eye of love, an 


provement on his own likeneſs ; ſhe appears to 


ama above every thing elſe in the creation of 


allot 1 od, a help meet for him, and immediately the 


he ſam Weſt love and chaſteſt defires kindle in his bo- 


advent In, leading him to utter himſelf, in a nanner 


h wi preſſive at once of the ardency and ſingleneſs of 


pnſtitu t at affection, which God ordained ſhould ſubſiſt 
{ecurl) ween a man and his wife; Gen. ii. 23. This 
bone of my bone, (ſays he) and fleſh of my 
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ſhe was 


iclh ; ſhe ſhall be called woman, becauſe 
„ taken 
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ender and benevolent eye with which he regards 
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the connections between him and her, not od 
tire as that no other relation ſhould ſhare int 


it is immediately added by the Creator himſeh b 4 
(vide Mattb. xix. 5.) “ Therefore ſhall a n& 


„ his wife, and they twain ſhall be one fam 
doctrine, conclude from that paſſage, * What G4 . : n | 
„ hath joined together, let no man put afunde: f. 
fore mentioned, in a moſt natural and elegant u 


his dream, wherein he ſaw the great Creator ſh 
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46 THE HONOUR OF MARRIAGE "Mm 
© taken out of man.“ And in order to eſtab 


as ſuperior to all other relations, but alſo ſo 1 | 


peculiar love which conſtitutes that connect 


© leave his-father and mother, and ſhall cleareff ; n 


With What force then does the Lord Jeſus, in 


Milton has deſcribed the noble ſentiments Wi 


ner in the following lines; where, after indulgi 4X 
the poet's licenfe, 'in making Adam awake iu 


the woman from his fide, and mould her With HA 


| | FE | a . * 5 19 lentin 
hands; and after repreferiting him in his waz 183 


with 
maint 
N circu 
ol marr; 
be m 
netic 
; 1 and w 
Mer vie 


which he had beheld in his imagination! | 
poet, on her approach, puts theſe words into 
mouth: 


| — — . 
Wich Fre all earth or heav'r could beſtow, 
To make her amiable; on ſhe came 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unſeen, 


* Rag; 2 — — 
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And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 


Of nuptial ſanctity, and marriage rites, 


Grace was in all her ſteps, heav'n in her eye, 
In ev'ry geſture, dignity and love! 
1, overjoy'd, could not forbear, aloud, 


Thy words, Creator, bounteous and benign! 
Giver of all things fair! but faireſt this 

Of all thy gifts! nor envieſt. I now fee 
Bone of my bone, fleth of my fleſh, myſelf 
Before me: Woman is her name; of man 


Thou haſt fulhll'd 


of 
{ d e, 2s 
can 
” | 1:0pL 
Ow t 
WE view, 


rr 3 eee 
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aged; for this cauſe. he ſhall forego 

1 P er and mother, and to his wife adhere; 

= they, ſhall be one fleſh, one heart, one ſoul. 

B. vin. J. 484. 


0 = oy then, were: the ſentiments: of love and 
our, which the gracious Creator at firſt im- 
ted in the human: breaſt; and which, notwith- 
aing the great corruption of human nature, 
e till a ſtrong foundation there. And thus the 
tion of marriage is honoured above all other 
at 9 © Wthly relations: and theſe. noble ſentiments. are 
inder 2 ained to be the companions of the mutual pro- 
ts I ſity between the ſexes, with which mankind 
nta adued in common with the reſt of the animal 
dul tion. Man therefore degrades himſelf to a 
de Ing Bc! with the beaſts, when he indulges this com- 
cor en propenſity, unaccompanied with theſe exalt- 
with al a ſentiments. of tender affection and honour; or, 
BE ther words, when he indulges it out of that 
1y ob; within which the great Creator, for the ſake 
on- naintaining that love and honour unviolated, 
into | . $ circumſcribed it; for it is the honourable ſtate 
of marriage alone wherein that noble ſentiment 
be maintained, promoted, and cultivated, in 
f 7. mection with the gratification of that propenfi- 
Wy andwherein that propenſity can be rendered 
lervient to thoſe great and important purpoſes; 
W of conſequence, it is that honourable ſtate 
Wane, as before obſerved, wherein this gratifica- 
can be lawful, and ſo free from defilement 
KN | 1:npurity of every kind. 
Now the apoſtle having theſe exalted ks 
2 view, exhorts the huſband in this manner, 
et. iii. 7. Likewiſe, ye huſbands, dwell with 
em according to knowledge, giving honour 
\ to the wife, as unto the weaker veſſel: and 
he paſſage before cited, Eph. v. 25, and 28. 
EA Wubands, love your wives, even as Chriſt alſo 
; 2 loved 
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c Joved the church, and gave himſelf for it. : 


« So ought men to love their wives as their on 7 
bodies; he who loveth his wife loveth him 
“ for no man ever yet hated his own fleſh, b 


e nourifheth and cheriſheth it, even as the Lf V | 
nder 


When the apoſtle exhorts the babe to due ing 


ce the church.“ 


with the wives “according to knowledge,“ 


brings to remembrance what is ſaid in the paffg 
cited, 1 Cor. vii. 3. © Let the huſband rende, 
«< unto the wife due benevolence;” and when 
adds, © giving honour unto her as unto ti 1 
« weaker veſſel,” he points out that proper, | 
tural, manly part, which belongs to the huſbarifi 
in manner before expreſſed, and which conſiſts 
obſerving the utmoſt delicacy, both in advanciji 


his wife. For the word honour is uſed in ot Hp 
paſſages to denote ſupport and maintenance, . 


may be conſidered of the like import here, witi ; 


out excluding any other ſenſe wherein it mz 
ſuggeſt the idea of manly, tender, and delica 
deportment. 

In this ſenſe, the Lord explains the law, whe 
it is ſaid, * Honour thy father and mother,” whe 
he reproves the phariſees for making void 1 
commandment by their traditions, which allone 
them to devote their ſubſtance to ſome pious ut 
and then withhold it from their aged pare 


who had a natural and divine claim to be requitt 


with an honourable maintenance. See Matth. A 
I,—9. and compare it with 1 Tim. v. 3, 4. 
In the ſame manner ſays Paul to Timoth 
I epiſtle v. 17. * Let the elders, who rule well, 
counted worthy of double honour,” or ſupp! 
fixing this meaning very clearly to the wor 
nour, by quoting from the law theſe words, 110 


46 thalt r not muzzle the ox that treadeth out il 
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his own claims, and alſo in ſupporting thoſe « 1 
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mw « corn,” © and the labourer is worthy of his re- 
it Ward.” See alſo how the apoſtle explains this, 
g of Cor. ix. 9, 19. 
mfc Now, in a ſimilar ſenſe, the wife, though in a 
a, bal Jia connection with thoſe female charms winch 
oi nder her amiable in the eyes of her huſband, 
Wing the weaker vellel, and her female honor, 
dur : account of this weakneſs, being, by God an 
ze, Lure, as well as herſelf, yielded into the poſſel- 
al Wn of the huſband, to be ſecured and protected 


rence nim; every thing conſpires to render it his 
hen bf F ity, his intereſt, and his honour, to ſupport and 
to ti intain thoſe claims, which his wife has upon 
oſha In with the utmoſt delicacy and affection. 

0110200 


on. l am inclined to illuſtrate this ſentiment by 
un #F paſſage in the Proverbs, where it is ſaid, 
vanci v. Xii. 4. A virtuous woman 1s a crown to 


bol. 


ier huſband:” and I think 1 am kept in counte- 


n oth x nce in doing ſo, by what the apoſtle ſays, 


cc, Cor. xi. 7. © The woman is the glory of the 


„ vi man.“ For as the virtue of a woman conſiſts 
115 the ſimplicity of her affection, ſurrendering her 
elleihhour into the poſſeſſion of her huſband, and 


00 iſidering it as locked up there in a ſacred repo- 


Por rp, binding her to finglenefs of affsction to- 
; wit ids him, to be wholly Top him, and not for 
void ti Wother, ſo it is his glory, not only to protect aud 
alone ard that honour, but alſo to cheriſh and culti- 


1015 ul 


J Wie the virtue of the wife, by ſupporting and 
pare 


J m zintaining all her honourable claims, advancing 
req uit 

8 $ own in that gentle, decent, and delicate man- 
act r, which indicates his confidence. in her, which 


4. k Rinſpired by love and honour, and is belt ſuited 
Limo Vin, upon her part, the moſt decent compliance, 
- well, erein ſhe ſurrenders herſelf to her huſband 
oe hout ſullying, yea at the rate of preſerving 
wan r female honour to the beſt advantage. | 
8, Inn It is ſaid, concerning the virtuous woman, 
h out 8 [Dd Prov. 


4 (ol 
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Prov. xxx1. where her character is much cel. 
brated, that“ The heart of her huſband dui 
* ſfaſely truſt in her,” and, “ her huſband i 


honour on her account. © Her children riſe u 


„and call her bleſſed, her huſband and he preiſ 
* her.” And the whole book of Solomon's Sor: BW i 
is deſcriptive of the tendereſt love, ACCOmPaicl 

with the moſt delicate honour lubſiſting in the 


conſugal relation. 


have, indeed, a meaning infinitely more ſablim 


than what reſpects any fleeting relation of thi 
life, being written to deſcribe the union betwenſ E * 


Chrift and his church; but then it mult be ou 


ſerved, that if the figures are not, in ſome degree 5 
literally applicable to the conjugal relation, the 7 
will fail of being ſignificant as to the grand matte 


ey are meant to deſciibe ; and accordingly tis 
oſtle improves them in this view in his exhorts| 


on to hutbands and wives, in the paſſage, wn 1 ; 


as been repeatedly cited, Eph..v. 22. to the end, 


life, that your prayers be not hindered,” then . 


1s no call to enlarge, as the text was quoted 


principally, with a view to treat of the peculi Wy 
honour of marriage. [I ſhall, therefore, only ju 
obſerve, that theſe words contain a ſuperaddd : 
motive to the friends of revelation, ſimilar to tin 


cieanneſs, and alſo to be helpers of each other! 


Wy hope, and 8 And i in order to 4 
| | the! 


Wey 2 
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& known in the gates 5 1. e. he is known wit anne 
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Fhind 
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This book, or ſong, together with what is ſai 2 * 

concerning the virtuous woman in the Proverb, 
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Fſpolit 
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For 
ad the 
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e mc 

With reſpe& to the concluding words of 0 
ext, „ as being heirs together of the grace «ol 
e defi 


anner 


And 


her. 
his a 


Ender, 
the 
Eportn 
argument which the apoſtle enforces on the et of 
rinthians againſt fornication, and every abuſe d tho, 
the natural propenſity, drawn from their exalt 
dignity as belonging to Chriſt. Chriſtians, "Wi 


the conjugal relation, are bound to avoid all ui 


ophet 
lo c 


Words o 
$ I | the be 


terers 
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cel. Mey are bound to attend to the decent and honour- 
doh ie maintenance of their mutual claims before 
ad i; 3 Wentioned, Thus they appear in a peculiar 

wit anner ſubjeRt to God, in this, as in every thing, 
fe e rifying their ways, by taking heed to the ſame 
21ſet1 cording to his word, and living together as 
Son Mics of his grace. And thus living in {piritual, 
DaniclÞ 1 in conjugal love, their prayers © are not 
in te hindered,” but, uninterrupted by jarring and 

eeord, aſcend up in unifon to his throne for the 

is [a rt of that grace, even eternal life through Jelus 
verb; Writ our Lord. 
ablim It may be ſaid, upon the whole, that as theſe 
of wü otiments of love and honour appear in the 
etwers reateſt perfection, when blended with an amiable 
be ob cpoſition, ſo, when we bchold an amiable couple 
degree ited by marriage, their manners ſuggeſted by 
1, theſß ve, independent of any reaſoning, exhibit a fine 
matte Ruft ration of our ſubject. 

gly u For in the deportment of the woman, we ſhall 
xhottz d the molt entire love to the huſband exprefled 
which z the moſt endearing, and, at the ſame time, in 
e end, e molt modeſt, ese, ns, and gentle 
; of te anner. | 
race (I And on the part of the man, that his wiſe is 
then e defire of his eyes—and that his heart truſts 
quote her. In other words, that he conſiders her 
pecuia bs crown, as will be manifeſt by the moſt 
2nly jul Tf courteous, indulgent, and, in one word, 
derade E W the moit marly deportment towards her, by a 
ir to tiWportment anſwering always in ſome degree to 
the 0 ; t at of the bridegroom rejoicing over the bride, 
abuſe d thoſe other elevated deſcriptions given in the 
r exaltWWophets with reſpect to this ſubject. 
tans, . Io conclude,“ Marriage“ (according to the 


d all u Word: of the apoſtle) © is honourable in all, and 
h other the bed undefiled, but whoremongers and adul- 


r to tu tcrers God will judge.“ And it is in the mar- 
Wo riage 
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riage ſtate alone, that the propenſity of the ſerd 9 
being mingled with the noble ſentiments of off 
and honour, mutually kindling, ruling, ande 


firming each other, is, or can be indulged, |; 
from impurity of every kind. 


In the honourable married ſtate, the chat 
deſires are gratified; in it the pureſt Joys x 
indulged; and to crown the whole, thoſe coi 


enjoy ments leave no ſting behind; no ſuch gui 
and corroding thoughts as prey upon the unl1; 
proſtitute; no ſuch debaſing reflections as |: 
the unclean fornieator, or the equally unclear i: 
Ilutor; and above all, no fuch cutting reflect 


as ſting the ſoul of him who has diſhonoute: 


virgin, i. e. the cruel whoremonger, or the 
more vile adulterer. 


FINIS. 
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